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Abstract 

 

This article is a review work where nine didactic 

strategies are integrated to answer the question: What are 

the didactic strategies in the teaching of law adaptable to 

the culture of peace that can contribute to the 

achievement and development of individual and 

collective learning necessary to outline a more pacifying 

and less adversarial lawyer? Under a documentary 

review, within the interpretative paradigm, with a 

qualitative research approach guided by its scope of 

exploratory nature in the search for teaching strategies 

that allow enriching the teaching work with its 

application in the classroom and thus contribute to a 

change of approach from a teaching of law for litigation 

to a pacifying teaching of law guided by the culture of 

peace. In order to answer the question, we sought to 

integrate them into three categories: pacifying strategies, 

collaborative strategies and strategies that promote 

individual and collective learning. Leaving the 

development of guided sequences under these strategies 

to the teacher-reader.  
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Resumen 

 

El presente artículo constituye un trabajo de revisión 

donde se integran nueve estrategias didácticas que 

atienden a dar respuesta a la pregunta ¿Cuáles son las 

estrategias didácticas en la enseñanza del derecho 

adaptables a la cultura de paz que pueden contribuir a la 

obtención y desarrollo de aprendizajes individuales y 

colectivos necesarios para perfilar un abogado más 

pacificador y menos adversarial? Bajo una revisión 

documental, dentro del paradigma interpretativo, con un 

enfoque de investigación cualitativo guiado por su 

alcance de carácter exploratorio en aras de una búsqueda 

de estrategias didácticas que permitan enriquecer el 

quehacer docente con su aplicación en el aula y con ello 

contribuir a un cambio de enfoque partiendo de una 

enseñanza del derecho para el litigio hacia una enseñanza 

del derecho pacificadora guiada por la cultura de paz. 

Para dar respuesta a la pregunta de se buscó integrarlas 

en tres categorías que son, estrategias pacificadoras, 

estrategias colaborativas y estrategias promotoras de 

aprendizajes individuales y colectivos. Dejando al lector 

docente el desarrollo de secuencias guiadas bajo estas 

estrategias.  

 

Enseñanza del derecho, Estrategias didácticas, 
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Introduction 
 

The capacities of higher education institutions 

(HEIs) in teaching, research and outreach, as 

well as their contribution to civic, social and 

community leadership, mean that they have a 

unique role to play in helping society address 

today's sustainability challenges. Arguably, 

none of the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) will be fully achieved without the 

contribution of this sector (Sustainable 

Development Solutions, 2020). According to 

Zainordin and Ismail (2018), apart from 

financial issues, other types of information are 

not relevant in most HEI sustainability 

statements. The most prominent framework for 

voluntary reporting of non-financial 

information in the world is the Global 

Reporting Initiative (GRI); however, it was not 

designed for HEIs, so the integration of ad hoc 

international frameworks is needed (Sepasi, 

Rahdari, and Rexhepi, 2018).  

 

According to Ai, Kjerland, Klein-Banai, 

and Theis (2019), heterogeneities among 

sustainability indicators used by HEIs, such as 

variability of variable data and complex 

relationships between criteria over time, present 

major challenges for an integrated analysis. 

Lozano, Llobet and Tideswell, cited by (Sepasi 

et al., 2018), found that, in sustainability 

reporting for a university, it is vital to adopt a 

holistic perspective that addresses different 

interrelationships between indicators, categories 

and dimensions, and the system. Meanwhile, 

Yarime and Tanaka, cited by (Sepasi et al., 

2018), point out that HEI functions are not well 

addressed in sustainability assessment tools and 

identified the need to develop a holistic 

sustainability assessment. In this sense, is it 

possible to develop a comprehensive model for 

sustainability assessment in HEIs? The aim of 

this research is to develop a proposed model for 

sustainability assessment in HEIs in order to 

contribute to the holistic and systemic 

evaluation of higher education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Method 

 

A two-part literature review was carried out: 1) 

Focused on the analysis of theories and 

concepts related to the evaluation of 

sustainability in HEIs. As a result, eight 

variables were identified from: a vision of 

sustainable development based on four pillars: 

environmental, economic, social and cultural 

(Hernández-Ayón et al., 2016), which, 

according to the Earth system approach of 

Jimeno, G. T. and Herrero (1998), can be 

considered holistic and systemic; and, four 

dimensions related to the higher education 

system: teaching, research, liaison, and 

management, (ANUIES, 1978a, 1978b); Diario 

Oficial de la Federación, 2019 and 2020; 

UNESCO, 2020). 2) Aimed at the critical 

analysis of the state of the art.  

 

For the latter, a bibliometric study was 

carried out in the Scopus database of studies 

with keywords in the title: (sustainability AND 

assessment) AND ((higher AND education 

AND institution) OR (universities OR 

university)). Thirty-one papers were identified 

covering up to 2019 (the most recent) and seven 

were discarded as they did not contribute to the 

objective of the study.  

 

In the qualitative analysis of the 

remaining 24 studies, the eight identified 

variables (four from sustainable development 

and four from the higher education system) 

were used to identify their consideration in the 

assessment of HEIs.  

 

Results 

 

According to Pascual Trillo (2013), what is 

known as the Earth system, i.e., the natural and 

the anthropogenic, can be considered as a 

closed system, except for the energy exchange 

with the sun. In this sense, the Earth system is 

holistic because it considers the whole (Table 

1).  
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The natural is composed of atmosphere 

(gaseous part), geosphere (solid part), 

hydrosphere (liquid part) and biosphere (plants 

and animals) (Pascual Trillo, 2013). The 

anthropic is integrated by: technosphere (it is 

man-made and can be touched: materials, 

equipment, technology, infrastructure and 

money) (Buzai and Ruiz, 2018; Ayestarán Uriz, 

2008); sociosphere (individual and/or 

organisational relationships: owners, 

employees, customers, suppliers, competitors, 

other organisations) (García-Chato, 2014; 

Pardo, 1998; Quétier et al, 2007; Ketzal, 2001); 

and, noosphere (it is man-made and cannot be 

touched: mission, vision, values, normativity, 

customs, traditions, knowledge) (Mantovani, 

2009; Buzai and Ruiz, 2018; Ayestarán Uriz, 

2008). 
 

Natural Atmosphere 

(Gaseous part) 

Geosphere 

Biosphere 

Anthropic (Plants and animals) 

Technosphere 

(Can be touched) 

 

Table 1. Subsystems of the Earth system 

Source: Own elaboration, based on (Jimeno, G. T. and 

Herrero, 1998).). 

 

Since the Earth Summit in 1992, it has 

been recognised that moving towards 

sustainable development implies the balancing 

of three pillars: environmental, economic and 

social (UNCED, 1992). However, according to 

the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), sustainable 

development can be conceptualised in four 

spheres or pillars: environmental, economic, 

social and cultural (UNESCO, 2001).  

 

The environmental, economic, social 

and cultural pillars of sustainable development 

correspond to the natural, technosphere, 

sociosphere and noosphere systems of the Earth 

system, respectively (Figure 1). As a 

consequence, the four-sphere conception 

represents a holistic and systemic approach to 

sustainable development.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earth System Sustainable development 

Natural Environmental 

Technosphere Economic 

Sociosphere Social 

Noosphere Cultural 

 

 
 

Figure 1 Correspondence between the earth system and 

sustainable development 

Source: Own elaboration, based on Pascual Trillo 

(2013), Ayestarán Uriz (2008), Quétier et al. (2007), D. 

Kullock et al., cited by Ketzal (2001) and (Mantovani, 

2009) 

 

On the other hand, the substantive 

functions: teaching, research and outreach, and 

the adjective functions: related to management, 

constitute the whole (the Greek hólos), through 

which the "doing" of HEIs is conditioned 

(UNESCO, 2001; ANUIES, 1978a; ANUIES, 

1978b; Diario Oficial de la Federación, 2019, 

Diario Oficial de la Federación, 2020); "doing", 

which in terms of the General Law of 

Education in Mexico, Art. 7, is related to the 

integral formation of the individual (Diario 

Oficial de la Federación, 2019); that is, to the 

future professional. From the link between 

these six functions, the following 

interrelationships emerge: 1) teaching-research, 

2) teaching-linkage, 3) teaching-management, 

4) research-linkage, 5) research-management, 

6) linkage-management; these relationships 

condition future professionals (Figure 2).  
 

 
 

Figure 2 The higher education system 

Source: Own elaboration, based on ANUIES (1978a) 
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In organisations in general, the creative 

effort is materialised in the product or service; 

similarly, in HEIs, the transformative effort is 

crystallised in their "doing". It is through the 

holistic analysis of the six interrelationships 

mentioned above that the fulfilment of the 

functions of the HEI and their gradual 

materialisation and transformation in the future 

professionals can be verified. 

 

In the bibliographic analysis carried out 

in Scopus of 24 studies identified up to 2019, 

according to the aforementioned search 

parameters and criteria, Hawboldt, Veitch and 

Waheed were identified as the authors with the 

greatest number of publications on the 

aforementioned subjects, with a total of three 

publications; Brazil has 7 publications, while 

the United States has 4; the main type of 

publication is the article, which accounts for 

58.1%; and the greatest contribution of studies 

comes from the social sciences (31.7%). The 

variables or categories used in the evaluation of 

HEI sustainability by different authors are very 

different and lack a holistic approach to 

sustainable development and education; 

according to (Caeiro, Hamón, et al., 2020), in 

order to achieve the maturity of sustainability in 

HEIs, there is a lack of integration in all 

dimensions from a whole-school approach 

(Table 2).  
 

 
 

Table 2 Studies and variables considered. Symbology: 

environment (A), economy (E), social (S), cultural (C), 

dissemination (D), research (I), linkage (V), and 

management (G) 

Source: Own elaboration 

 

Proposal for a theoretical model of 

sustainability assessment in HEIs 

 

By relating higher education and its 

aims to sustainable development, a series of 

complex interrelationships emerge that 

condition the higher education system and, as a 

consequence, future professionals (Figure 3).  
 

 
 

Figure 3 Holistic view of sustainable development and 

higher education 

Source: Own elaboration 

 

Higher education in the framework of 

sustainable development can be observed 

through the analysis of 36 complex 

interrelationships; each of them will require the 

identification and/or creation of indicators 

(Table 3). 
 

 
 

Table 3 Interrelationships of higher education and 

sustainable development 

Source: Own elaboration 

 

Analyzing higher education institutions 

by means of the proposed sustainability 

interrelationships guarantees a holistic and 

systemic evaluation of these institutions, in 

which all key aspects that condition future 

professionals are considered.  

 

Conclusions 

 

- The assessment of sustainability in higher 

education institutions is not holistic.  
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- A holistic view of the higher education 

system could be observed through the 

functions: teaching, research, networking 

and management, which condition the 

future professional. 

 

- A holistic approach to sustainable 

development could be seen through the 

environmental, economic, social and 

cultural spheres; this approach 

corresponds to the subsystems of the 

Earth system: nature, technosphere, 

sociosphere and noosphere. It is from 

here that sustainable development based 

on four spheres inherits its holistic and 

systemic characteristic. 

 

- From the above considerations, it was 

possible to develop a holistic model for 

the evaluation of sustainability in higher 

education institutions. 

 

- The future professional is conditioned 

throughout his or her stay in HEIs by the 

interrelationships that arise between 

teaching, research, networking and 

management; in the framework of 

sustainable development, this system in 

turn is conditioned by the environmental, 

economic, social and cultural spheres.  

- 36 interrelationships were identified that 

guarantee the holistic assessment of 

sustainability in HEIs. It is necessary to 

determine appropriate indicators to 

measure these interrelationships. This is a 

pending task beyond the scope of the 

present study. 
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