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The marrano face of contemporary migrant
HUERTA-RODRIGUEZ, Raul Adriant*

Universidad Iberoamericana, Ciudad de México

Recived August 15, 2017; Accepted November 24, 2017

Abstract

The present work problematizes and adventure an interpretation, from the concept of Marranismo, on a
portion of the identity of the contemporary migrant. Thus, it is intended to achieve an understanding of
the marranismo as a game of faces that is given in the liminality conceptual and ontological identity. It
proposes, first, to show the frictions, closeness and affinities between the marrano and the migrant from
the historical Register of the Marranismo Judaism that would be located even before the arrival to the
power of the Castilla’s Kingdom and that it would develop in the later diasporas and Jewish persecutions
to Portugal and the Netherlands. In a second moment, as a tropologyc record, the ontological
configuration of the " identity " sow and its close links with the migrant subjectivities are explored.
Finally, in a factual record, this analytical-seminal approach to identity is exemplified with the American
migrant community known as Pochos.

Migrant, Marranismo, Judaism, ldentity, Pochos.
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Introduction

The migrant is a colloidal subject. Subject to the
memory and oblivion of the ground that bore
him, of the language with which he dreams and
shapes the world, but also of the silence that only
breaks the treads on the ballast. Subject to
remembering and misplacing the blood drained
in the footsteps of the diaspora and the Exodus;
Subject to the presence and absence of what is
left behind and what is to come before the
shadow of death. Subject to the land that
unearths it and to the one who awaits it; Subject
to the law that uproots him in a pure and
vulnerable freedom. Subject to a public face and
a private one without ever being one, carrying
the secret of being, hiding in plain sight, being
and omitting, showing and concealing, living at
the border, in the boundary, both geographical
and of the own and of the improper, of the misery
, of the dream and of the reality, of the life and
of the death. Schibboleth is what both the Jewish
marrano and the migrant charge and configures
them: public and common name of a secret
without a name, of a secret that can not be named
without fear to be discovered by the death that
does not take off and, nevertheless, drives him in
his gait.

With it, it comes to construct even a
secret community semi-public and semi-private,
as Derrida would say. The community of the
banished without face. The secret is the death of
the fleeing, the death that they face in every path
of their walk, the death that corresponds to them
simply by being-there.

1 Jacques Derrida, Aporias. Morir-esperarse (en) los
«limites de la verdad». Barcelona: Paidés, 1998, pp. 129-
130.
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Death to which they are counterposed
and to which they recite the "not yet" which
postulates the existential analytics Heideggerian.
Teleoenological and ontological death, which is
safeguarded in the hope that advances to hopes.
The migrant is simply a marrano.

Historical record. Marranismp brief history

The migrant is a marrano, in the most derridian
sense of the term: it is who "remains faithful to a
secret that has not chosen" by taste, but by
necessity; Who "resides without saying no but
not identifying with belonging", who remains in
"the radical absence of any historical witness, in
the dominant culture"*. The Marranismo
constitutes a identity phenomenon of modernity.
Although it arises with the emergence of the
modern state and is the product of that sovereign
logic that no longer governs only territories but,
above all, what is within them, their genealogy
leads us to the political-administrative and moral
decomposition in the peninsula After the arrival
and implantation of the Muslims, who, in need
of qualified personnel for the government
administration, allowed the Jews to perform
such tasks as they were the ones who were best
suited for such chores. 2

2 Gabriel Albiac, La sinagoga vacia. Las fuentes marranas
del spinozismo. Hiperion: Madrid, 1987, p. 54 y ss. In the
next, I Will follow the argument of Albiac about the
marrana corformation history in the early morderny.

HUERTA-Raul. The marrano face of contemporary migrant.
ECORFAN Journal-Colombia. 2016
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This caused them to be assimilated at
first, but subsequently suffered rejection and
extermination. Although the Jews aristocrantes
continued to maintain a preponderant role in the
economy and in the administration of the
peninsula during the process of liquidation of the
Islamic power and the national-religious
homogenization which happened with the
unification of the Kingdoms of Castile and
Aragon in the 16th century.

This changed with the decree of law of
the trade of March 31, 1492, with which Jews
and moors of disbelief and skepticism in
religious matter were accused, beginning a
process or of forced conversion or of a new
exodus towards Portugal and North Africa.

It is in this scenario that the Spanish
Christian mistrust arises towards the converted
Jews — although by "right™ they were already
Christians — suspecting themselves as Jews in
disguise. Between the exiled Jewish stubborn
and the resigned convert, the inquisitors faced a
"third penal category" corresponding to the "new
Christian” who continued to maintain Jewish
practices in clandestinity, a crime that would
even become Persecuted in New Spain.® Gabriel
Albiac traces the etymology of "marrano” in this
new crime: marrano is the "lacking”, the "lack",
a voice from old Castilian "Marrar”, which
means missing®.

3 See the cases of Francisco Botello and Maria de Zarate
en la Nueva Espafia, in Nathal Watchel, La fe del
recuerdo. Laberintos marranos, Buenos Aires: Fondo de
Cultura Econdmica, 2007, pp. 147-203.

ISSN 2539-1372
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It is lacking in that it does not belong to
one or another community; She just lacks it. It
does not belong neither the traditional Jewish
community nor the pure Christian-blood lineage
by which it would advocate the Castilian nobility
and which, it should be noted, would determine
the category of Casticismo that Miguel de
Unamuno maked problem centuries later.

Between the Sword of the Holy Office
and the Castile wall that pulverized all ambiguity
and difference, the Jews went to the Kingdom of
Portugal, which opened up as a paradigmatic
space where those who did not manage to pay
their trip to Africa were owned by the king. With
the death of John Il and the ascent to the throne
of Don Manuel, he saw the opportunity to heal
the Portuguese economy by handing over the
new qualified and specialized immigrants, who
granted some freedom, protection and charges in
the court.

But with the nuptials celebrated in 1496
between Manuel and Infanta Isabel, the daughter
of the Catholic monarchs, the expulsion of the
Jews was the price to pay for such a union.
However, what was consolidated in Portugal
was nothing more than a farce that would
fertilize the ground for the emergence of a strong
sow network: a community of Jews who
disguised, because in the public act as
Christians, but privately and secretly kept Jewish
practices.

4 G. Albiac, op. cit., p. 60
5 Miguel de Unamuno, En torno al casticismo. Madrid:
Catedra, 2001.

HUERTA-Raul. The marrano face of contemporary migrant.
ECORFAN Journal-Colombia. 2016
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Although Don Manuel wanted to oppress
the Hebraic conscience, the loss of tax taxes and
the skilled labor offered by the Jews meant a
huge political and economic crisis for the
kingdom. Even so, forced baptisms were carried
out, bloody massacres and suicides throughout
1497, after what the Portuguese State forbade
any investigation and persecution of the
activities — heretical or not — of the new
Christians, a fact that enabled the consolidation
and Installation of the huge Sow network of
double cult and Semiclandestine.

The forced implantation of a publicly
Christian and clandestinely Jewish life generated
two consequences: first, an enormous distrust of
both the Christian community and Jewish
orthodoxy; Second, the "suspicion towards a
dangerous [...]" Autonomy of ideological-
religious development, by the Orthodox Jewish
community "exterior"®, to the extent that the
converted Jews were denominated by the
rabbinical sectors as Anussim, which means
marrano’.

The autonomy that so feared the
orthodoxy, especially of those Jews who had
belonged to the Spanish court and were soaked
during centuries of the Aristotelian-Arabic
knowledge, was the image of the historical
rupture which brought with it the humanist idea,
Skeptical and pragmatic, which was eroding and
uprooting the marranos of the rabbinical
tradition, bringing them closer to a bourgeois
profile.

6 G. Albiac, op. cit., p. 67.
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On the other hand, that is, for inquisitors,
the marrano possessed a forbidden knowledge
that generated new rules of behavior and
salvation opposed to Christian universalism and,
despite not aspiring to power, however, the
Jewish aristocratizante, the marrano, exerted
Forms of power that jeopardized the political-
religious homogeneity of the new empire.

Thus, the marrano was designated as the
enemy by all fronts, being consequently expelled
and pursued. Nevertheless, the unifying element
of all those proscribed of the Holy Office
(Marranos, Orthodox and even sincere Christian
converts) would be the strong solidarity closed
in front of the Inquisition, the great enemy of the
persecuted and the imperial instrument for
excellence of homogeneity and control inside.
So the first condition of the marrano is that it has
no promised land, but it must move. It is an
unrooted expulsion and a land without promise.
It's pure movement.

The second condition is the "stick and
carrot” policy: that is, they could only be
expelled because there was a sovereign
apparatus that possessed the potestas. Without
this, it would have been almost impossible for a
community to be persecuted as strong as the
Jews became within the courts.

Thus, the marrano was not only reviled
and pursued by the imperial tentacle, but also by
its own congeners, generating ghettos within the
ghetto, which came to be subdivided into:

7 Ibidem, p. 68.

HUERTA-Raul. The marrano face of contemporary migrant.
ECORFAN Journal-Colombia. 2016
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1) Atheists with humanist and skeptical
profile, 2) the Israelites who Nodded to the
sacred text, but they denied that God had given
the law, and 3, those who observe the Mosaic
law, the sacred Tradition®. Within this
subdivision, the Marranos were the least
tolerated. Catholics without faith, Jews without
knowing, but in the end, Jews by Will, the
Marranos set up "a strange theoretical-religious
mockery, of impossible concordance with any
religious corpus."®

In their attempt to remain true to
themselves, they paradoxically lost their identity
and become alienated beings with a fractured
identity image. They lived between two worlds,
but far away and torn by both.

Thus, the following generations of
Marranos expendable of the religious world and
passed to the center, seeking the meaning of the
world in the world, not in the theological-
dogmatic God, and on a basis in the profane
sciences (logic, physics, metaphysics and
Medicine).

The only place that would give shelter to
these outcasts was the city of Amsterdam, which
in the seventeenth century was characterized by
its commercial opening and its enormous
tolerance and freedom, an urban model that
departed from the premise that to maintain its
prosperity, balance and project of Capital, had to
maintain a respect for the rules of the free market
and, therefore, abolish all kinds of barriers,
including religious ones. It is also worth
considering the role that played in this Dutch
opening the enormous historical contempt for
the Spanish.

8 Ibidem, pp. 70-71.
° Ibidem, p. 71

ISSN 2539-1372
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Only in this context is it possible to
understand, for example, a philosopher such as
Baruch de Espinosa, belonging to a generation
of Dutch marranos of Portuguese Sephardic
origin, characterized by his skepticism, as well
as by his strong denial of the Tradition from
systematic and rationality.

Tropologyc Register. The ontological statute
of the Marranismo

The ontological question for Marranismo is a
paradox, because it implies questioning the
ontology of identities, which, as it proposes,
cannot correspond with the marrano. Hence
what | consider as a thesis is not to talk about the
identity of the migrant sow, but a face, a mask, a
cover-up that is exposed and hidden according to
the circumstance.

Based on the argument of Fernando
Broncano, who postulates that any strong
identity — that is, the one that corresponds to the
phenomenon par excellence of all identity, be it
national, racial, ethnic, etc. — "is articulated on
a kind of epistemic privilege that makes 1*'That
identity a cognitive reference of the whole."

As a referent of totality that builds social
reality and self-knowledge, it is held on the basis
of a epistemic privilege that comes from how the
subject interprets the world.

10 Fernando Broncano, Sujetos en la niebla. Narrativas
sobre la identidad, Madrid: Herder, 2013, p. 232.

HUERTA-Raul. The marrano face of contemporary migrant.
ECORFAN Journal-Colombia. 2016
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But this does not imply an ontological
privilege, because it is part of a cognition that
has an impact on the understanding of the world
and only occurs in one that reflects on its own
identity from discriminatory experiences,
because it denies any difference to assert what
He is, thus basing his discourse.

In this way, with the epistemic privilege
comes the intellectual power that produces
discrimination against the other and the
different, a dichotomy that distinguishes
between "us" and "them", which ultimately
generates a identity violence.

That is, it is part of a conception of the
world, and everything that has no place or does
not fit into that understanding is simply excluded
and, in extreme cases, eradicated. Nevertheless,
the posture of Broncano, despite considering the
Marranos as an identity that puts in check the
predominance and the supposed supremacy of
the strong identities, does not come to make
them justice at all, because it considers that they
always have a pretended identity.

It also continues to consider the
Marranismo as an identity. The marrano is not
like the malinche that possesses two identities,
but it is always the third except: it is neither the
one nor the other. While the strong identity has
insured the memory, in the Marranismo this one
fades away and paradoxically at the same time it
generates something new, creating thus an
impostor but radically novel figure.

Unlike the nomadic identity that can be
developed multiidentitariamente by migration
and continuous change, in the marrano this does
not happen as the identity is coupled with what
is to be achieved. For this reason it could not be
spoken of a marrano identity. The marrano is a
denial of all identity as a seminal existential
expression.

ISSN 2539-1372
ECORFAN® All rights reserved.
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However, it should be noted that for
Broncano identities do not have precise borders,
but are maintained between borders in transition:
The identity is performative, which can guide a
better understanding of what are these subjects
and the faces of the used.

The "ldentity" is the one that is about to
fade, are the "subjects in the Fog" to which it
refers Broncano, those who in that almost lost
can come to affirm a certain statute identity. One
could say, then, that the marrano has several
identities, or said in exact terms, it possesses
multiple faces, masks, because in the end it is
none, it simply uses them, the Porta and behaves
according to them depending on the
circumstance and what it aims to achieve.

In strong identities there is always a
identity violence. Violence is exercised not
against other identities, that is, it does not do
violence outward, but inwardly, towards what
does not attach to the Epistemicic referral
plexus, which means that it is a police, not a
political logic. In this logic there is no dissent,
only an indirect criticism of power on the part of
the seminal subjects. While the strong identity
expels and watches, in the liminality the rest is
pursued and even exterminated. The marrano
feels guarded and excluded.

The migrant is only persecuted once he
crosses the borders that identify him. It is
pursued inside the place it does not belong to. It
is the non-being against the affirmative power of
the self.

In the persecution and in the denial of all
type of personality towards the migrant by the
Authority that enjoys the privilege epistemic
identity, that one becomes marrano. He begins to
use faces that allow him to reach a crypsis, a
camouflage in the middle to go unnoticed and
thus survive.

HUERTA-Raul. The marrano face of contemporary migrant.
ECORFAN Journal-Colombia. 2016
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In the public it carries a mimetic mask;
Indoors, a consciousness of being that gradually
cracks through the context, until finally one can
no longer distinguish itself neither. Multiple
faces like a broken mirror. For the marrano the
past is against it and the future is contracted.

It does not have a place and yet creates a
new place for and from its experience, even as a
torn existence. However, considering Walter
Benjamin's proposal, it could be said that the
migrant marrano would possess a privileged
place: that of the instant.

Factual registration. Marranos migrants: the
Pochos.

Not every migrant is a marrano, just as
not every Jew is either. Neither the Criptojudio
nor the clandestine Jew are marranos. Only those
belonging to the Judaism of the simulation can
be said that they are marranos proper. They even
use the facade of the institutions not only to
protect themselves, but also to protect others.
The marrano is appearance and reality, it is a
critic of the power that does not aspire to govern.

It is a figure that drives the
contracomunitarismo, but without falling into
individualism. It is a figuration of identity and
consciousness, a trope of aporético character
that, similar to the Dasein posed by Heidegger,
opposes the truth, but not from the false, but
through the occult, the secret, and that by hiding
and denying identity produces a new ident Ness.

11 josé Emilio Pacheco, “Sobre el término “chicano™,
Revista Proceso, México, 14 de Octubre de 1978, en
http://www.proceso.com.mx/124564/sobre-el-termino-
chicano (Consultado 07/06/17)
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Thus, only the migrant who simulates,
who exposes and hides, that enters a process of
cracking of conscience by the own figuration to
be and to hide, is the true marrano migrant.

The clear example of this is found in the
figure of the Pocho, which in the words of José
Emilio Pacheco is "The American born or
established in the US and assimilated to
language and customs."*!

The Pocho is the one who denies its Latin
American roots abroad, but remains proud not to
be a gringo, but to share its way of life; Who
speaks neither English nor Spanish, but
Spanglish; Which belittles its fellows who
continue to maintain an attitude and existence
rooted in their place of origin and their traditions
based on a socioeconomic and cultural
superiority founded on "the Anglo-Saxon
superstructure that exercises the political domain
and Socio-economic and manipulates the
identity and self-identification of the subjects "

The Pocho despises Chicano, the recent
Latino migrant and unskilled worker. Therefore,
unlike the Jewish marrano that tended to protect
its fellows, the Pocho is the worst marrano,
because not only is a contracomunitarista, but
also falls into the more abject individualism that
promotes the dominant superstructure. But as it
can never be a WASP (White Anglo Saxon
Protestant) as the founding migrants of the
"Land of freedom and opportunities”, and as
neither is a Mexican or a Latino with strong
roots, becomes the third except of the
community.

12 fdem.

HUERTA-Raul. The marrano face of contemporary migrant.
ECORFAN Journal-Colombia. 2016
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To not be rejected and feel superior acts
as gringo, while in the privacy of his home
continues to eat beans and tortilla and is a fervent
devotee of the Virgin of Guadalupe. Finally, the
Pocho is also a despised, both by its fellows who
see it too agringado and has lost the maternal
roots — that of the language, the land and the
culture — as well as by the Americans
themselves, who will never accept it as a "Real”
or "originating" member of the community, but
is always perceived as an intruder.

Conclusions

What has been intended with this sketch and
with this mode of interpretation is not so much
debasting Ariadna's thread from the total
configuration of what the contemporary migrant
represents. The topology that is raised here is
only a parcel of the enormous depth that
constitutes the philosophical question originated
by the self. Rather than giving concrete answers,
the intention was, first, to propose a new method
of interpretation on the configuration of the new
identities that have emerged since the changes of
postmodern  paradigms, not only Latin
American, but Global. In the second instance,
the purpose has been to problematize and
investigate what remains aloof and in the
periphery of hegemonic discourse.

Anex

Under the title "La identidad marrana del
migrante. Aproximaciones al marranismo
contemporaneo™ this text was presented on the
VI Congreso Centroamericano de Estudios
Culturales, Instituto de Historia de Nicaragua y
Centroamérica, Universidad Centroamericana
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(IHNCA-UCA), Managua, July 11-13 de of
2017
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Abstract

This article seeks to account through three well-known black Latin American police novels of the use
that has had the myth as an intertext and how it has served as a point of support to legitimize the literary
narrative and connect it with the origins. It analyzes the function that exercises within the text, determined
by the need not to give a sense or find a resolution to the Enigma, but to destabilize any scheme or
structure of meaning to enhance the uncertainty and distress of the real. The myth also serves here, first,
as a tool to resignify the characteristics and the formation of some characters and, second, as a way to
enhance the enigma of the classic police and connect it with the space of the sacred. Finally, for Latin
American authors, a means of reaffirming an act of resistance against violence, the speeches of power
and oblivion

Myth, Intertext, Rewrite, Police, Apocalypse, Enigma
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Introduction

The etymology of the word myth tells us that it
comes from the Greek mythos which means
narrative, narration. In its original sense it was a
symbolic account of the origins of a culture or a
people. The myth narrates the emergence, the
timeless origins, of events that occurred in an
unknown and ancestral time, from which the
cosmic events in which a culture is enrolled are
born; It signals the entrance to the history, the
timeless origin of the time. The origin is revealed
through the myth.

The narrative character of the myth was
preserved over the years, as was the question of
the origins. This issue, as well as the questions
of destiny, the transcendent powers, the hereafter
and life itself, became constant issues addressed
by the myth through history. They are questions
that inevitably seek to find the pillars on which
our reality stands. Luis Cencillo (1970, 9) sees
the myth as a knowledge that tries to solve the
deepest and most serious questions that a human
group poses. We can also understand myth as
Barthes understands (2014, 199) as an act of
speech, a mode of signification, which is
reproduced and transformed over time or, as it is
understood by Professor Graciela Maturo (1982,
6) as a symbolic account that assumes the
language Corresponding to the primary sphere of
thought and human behavior that also organizes
the primordial chaos and gives a meaning to
reality.

We are especially interested in the
symbolic character inherent in the myth, because
it is through the relationship that establishes the
subject with the symbolic of the mythical story
that this tries to give a meaning to the real.
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Therefore, the myth has a facility to take
root in the mind and language, because there is a
constant need for symbols and stories that in
addition to explaining the origins, allow to break
with daily life, create a mythical space in which
all desires , fears and readings about the real
have a meaning: a structure of symbols that
becomes a place to turn to when the Empire of
uncertainty and primordial chaos looms over us.

It coincide, at the same time, with
cultural images transmitted by tradition, to the
point that it is difficult to discriminate what
belongs to the individual sphere of that which
constitutes a good Common cultural. Is that the
symbolic language--the word and the nuclei of
significance that are beyond it--is not learned
"passively” by man; This one is conforming its
psyche in and by the language, as decisively
establishes the studies of Piaget on the infantile
psyche.

The symbol is directed simultaneously to
the imagination, to the will, to the feeling and to
the reason, stimulating its development. By
mobilizing the entire psyche, it not only satisfies
the first demands of knowledge; It also satisfies,
and at all times, needs of affection and
participation (Maturo 1982, 7)

This meaning of the myth implies that the
truth that it contains can only be accessible to
those who accept the symbol as mediation.

ACEVEDO-Daniel. The myth as an intertextual resource in the
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In addition to the acceptance of the force
of an authority, a tradition, some intuitive
verification or some mitologema® that has been
repeated for more than two thousand years. All
this led through a search for meaning and a
dialogue with the symbol in search of the
answers that our daily life and the absence of
concepts cannot give us.

The absence of meaning, what Saer calls
the uncertainty of the real is, as Premat points
out, harrowing, is one of the causes of a
melancholy character (Premat 2002, 132-135).

Fleeing from the "oceanic emptiness"? of

nonsense is a constant concern of man since
ancient times. The subject in his search, in his
experience, in his confrontation with the
language and the reality, enshrined in a certain
culture, can be found, perhaps in the midst of a
revelation, with the myth. The myth is a
generator, a symbol factory, a producer of
meaning, a whole system semiological as
Barthes says (2014, 228). It enables not only an
understanding, a different perspective of reality,
but also the conformation of subjectivities
sustained by the founding truth of the myth.

In some way today the literary discourse
has some inheritance of the first stories and has
tried to legitimize again and again through their
rewriting or intertext as a way to empower the
sacred and connect the literary text (be novel,
Story, Chronicle , poetry, etc.) with the origins
of one's own culture.

1| understand Mitologema as psychoanalysis
understands. That is like an iconic or imaginative unity. It
is a reason that has some consistency of its own and can
be repeated in other mythologies. For example, the
Virgin with the child or the abandonment of the child, or
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And the writer today is, in some way, heir
to those first shamans and priests. He is the
custodian of the truth of the myth, who rewrites
it, questions it and plays with it through literary
procedures and displacements of the meaning of
the signs (metaphor, analogy, metonymy,
allegory, etc). However, the myth lives itself, it
expands, through the texts and orality, goes
beyond the writer who rewrites it, its symbols
remain and generate the same experience of
revelation of a hidden truth of the world to which
we never managed to access the whole.

Myth and subject

But what is the need to use the myth as an
intertext? Why do Latin American authors
decide to resignify the old classical structure of
the police or the black novel through it? Graciela
Maturo says that one of the functions of the myth
IS to serve as a legitimizing element of the
origins of certain communities, as a nucleus of
meaning that organizes its daily activities
(Maturo 1982, 11).

But not only does it serve to find a
collective sense, but also individual. This search
would be marked by the experience of the
sacred, the mediation of the symbol and the way
to articulate an account of the vivid.

in the case of the investigation, the Mitologema of the
Rapture, present in the myth of Europe.

2 Concept of the psychoanalyst Julia Kristeva to point out
the emptiness of meaning that causes melancholy and
depression

ACEVEDO-Daniel. The myth as an intertextual resource in the
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In the first moment or approach we could
say that one of the objectives of the myth is to
serve as a pretext for some central characters to
destroy and rewrite their own origin as subjects
and thus to forge the meaning of their existence

Let's see how this works in some of the
novels we have chosen as examples for this
article. The first is the eyes of the Basilisk (1992)
of the Colombian writer German Espinosa.

The second is the Research (1994) of the
Argentinean writer Juan José Saer and finally we
have to the already widely addressed by the critic
2666 (2004), posthumous work of the Chilean
writer Roberto Bolafio, which we will see later.
It could be said that the only connectors we can
find between these three novels as dissimilar in
their poetics and style is the fact that they are
police novels or black and use the myth as an
intertext. However, we will try to find some
points of encounter (and Disencounter) around
the original story.

Espinosa builds a character, Dr.
Baccellieri, who becomes the defender of
humble people, artisans and has some naive
notions about justice. Wrapped in a network of
political goings and passions incentivized by
desire the lawyer becomes a fatal victim. He's
being judged and wrongfully condemned for a
crime he didn't commit. Espinosa thus questions
the notion of the state as a righteous entity and
guarantor of the welfare of the citizen, shows the
machinations that are inside and the breaks of the
discourse of power. Also, and even more
interesting for this article, it uses the myth of the
Basilisk as an intertext.
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Remember that in Greek mythology was
a snake loaded with lethal venom, which could
kill with the simple look, considered as the king
of Snakes. Here the monster is a depiction of the
infuriated and tyrannical people who,
manipulated by the speeches of power, are able
to sacrifice the life of an innocent. The one
where the people pose their gaze is hopelessly
condemned.

This representation, very close curiously
to that made by Jorge Luis Borges and Adolfo
Bioy Casares in "The Feast of the Monster"
(Borges and Casares 1985, 232-242), goes
beyond the symbolic or allegorical content of the
Basilisk. The character Baccellieri will be
inevitably marked by the gaze of the tiller and
his perception of reality is subjected at the end of
his days to an abrupt change. The consciousness
of its own tragic turn leads him to reformulate
itself if the will of the people is really the one
that must have the last word, that people that he
defended before the General President Jose
Valerio Gomez and that today he condemns him
for a crime that he did not commit.

On the conscience of you will fall my
death! | will die innocent, without remorse

He bowed his head and turned it
upwards.

"You become, without realizing, an
instrument of official vengeance!" If I die, my
death will behave nothing other than an official
assassination. Don't you understand?

It made a perfect silence, flattener.
Baccellieri suddenly struck with a punch the
judge's footstool. As immersed in a kind of
agony, hooted:

ACEVEDO-Daniel. The myth as an intertextual resource in the
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But it is better not to ask for mercy on
sheep without conscience! It is better to place
them in the Court of God! Let the vampires suck
my blood if they so desire!

Graciela issued a scream. There came
again an explosion of laughter. (Espinosa 1992,
198)

Baccellieri looks into the tiller's eyes. He
knows that the gaze of the other has been placed
upon him and he has judged him. That look not
only means his death sentence, it also means a
destruction of a conviction, a rethinking of his
life. The myth of the Basilisk thus serves, here,
for the character of the lawyer to rethink the
origin of all his beliefs. To destroy their origins
and give a meaning to their defeat, to their death,
before the end. The lawyer, who up to that time
had been the defender of the people and the
artisans, being confronted by the crowd that
condemns him manages to read his true and
chaotic nature. Now he is aware of the existence
of the basilisk and all the love he felt for him
becomes a repudiation of his unjust accusation.

Following in this same line, of how the
myth transforms and serves as a forming element
of the characters, we can find Morvan, Parisian
detective of the Investigation (Saer 1994), who
is immersed in a search of a serial murderer, but
without knowing it, in one of The possible end
of the book, is in search of itself, in a sort of
breakup with the detective-criminal duality.
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This is not new of course, innovation in
the research is that it raises two possible endings
to the resolution of the police, first, and second
that the search for Morvan goes beyond being a
simple police investigation, is also the search for
their own origins and the sense D and their own
existence.

Morvan is a man of rational and Logical
Thought (Saer 1994, 34-35) and a lover of
myths, perhaps because these are stories that
give a meaning to the real and to the detective
chaos, the "oceanic emptiness™ of nonsense are
intolerable.

Your quest will lead you to get lost in that
maze that are the streets of Paris in search of the
terrible Minotaur, but without knowing it will be
kidnapped by the bull, as Europe and will be
taken to the grounds of delirium, pleasure and
creation.

The myth of the Rapture of Europe, the
nymph kidnapped by Zeus totally in a white bull,
appears in the text with an attractive incipit.

There, however, in December, the night
arrives fast. Morvan knew it. And because of his
temperament and perhaps also of his trade,
almost immediately after returning from lunch,
from the third floor of the special office on
Voltaire Boulevard, he scrutinized with concern
the first signs of the night through the icy glass
of The window and the branches of the bananas,
shiny and peeled in contradiction to the promise
of the gods, so the bananas would never lose the
leaves, because it was under a banana that in
Crete the Bull intolerably White, with the antlers
in the form of Crescent.

ACEVEDO-Daniel. The myth as an intertextual resource in the
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After abducting her at a beach of Tyre or
Sidon — for the case is the same — she raped,
as is known, the Terrified Nymph (Saer 1994,
25)

The choice of this myth is not accidental.
The Rapture implies in itself, a loss of
consciousness, the rise of an uncertainty that can
be described as galloping, like the bull in the
myth; The uncertainty of not knowing where we
are going, where they lead us and that we are no
longer masters of our actions. In a sense,
Morvan, the protagonist of the research, sees
himself swept away by forces he does not
understand. His delirium, his sleepwalking, are
embedded in the logic of abduction. But it is a
rapture that does not only tend to the loss of
consciousness but also to the consummation of a
Forbidden and erotic Act, to the fusion and
violence of the bodies in action.

This same bull leads to Morvan — in one
of the possible endings of the text — towards the
body of the elderly, which will be violated and
brought to its limits, only then can consummate
the final act of the Rapture, the primordial ritual,
the last excess, the closing of the curtain.

The bull is a figure that wanders as a
statue, as thought and as silence during the
delirium of Morvan (Saer 1994, 45). Since pre-
historical times, the bull occupied an important
place in the life of the human beings. Both the
Nomad and the sedentary coexisted closely with
this animal, which is grouped by its side and of
which the man, many times, depended for his
survival. Therefore learn to know it well and to
represent it, identifying with virility and
procreation in nature.
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The bull we will see it painted in the
caverns, in Greek and Roman mosaics and in
statues of Mitra, a Persian divinity.

It is there in the villages that are eager to
expand, to expand their territories, to expand
their population and to increase their vitality.
The bull, then, is not only the Rapture, but also
the rise and strength of virility. Power that is
present in the serial killer of old women, who
needs to reassert themselves and legitimize
themselves through these acts of destruction and
violence on the bodies. They are sacrifices to
enhance the desire and the erotic ego, that "I"
that is immersed in the uncertainty of the real.

Both Morvan and Lautret would have
reason to become the bull that violates the
withered nymph: the first has a dull and
frustrated sexuality. Try to sublimate your desire
through an obsession with work, order, and
logic. It is also present in him a notorious
difficulty in trying to deal with a reality he does
not understand and that at all times gives him a
feeling of estrangement. (Saer 1994, 199).

But not only he, also in the version that
Tomatis gives at the end of the facts, Lautret,
possible murderer, represents the virility of the
bull, of that menacing bull that always sees
Morvan in his dreams and that will pursue him
until the end. The motives of Lautret are perhaps
darker than those of Morvan because there is not
as much psychological description of the
character as if it happens with the detective. It is
someone who surrenders to the instinct and
violence of desire for the pleasure and
enjoyment they carry.

ACEVEDO-Daniel. The myth as an intertextual resource in the
contemporary Latin American black police novel. ECORFAN
Journal-Republic of Colombia 2017



Article

15
ECORFAN-Journal

This interpretation or reading is
supported by the fact of the other symbolism of
the bull. The relationship of the bull with the
vegetation and, therefore, with another
important God of cosmology. The God-goat, the
god-tree, the god-Bull, the god who becomes:
Dionysus. The bull was one of the ways in which
the god was represented, that beyond being the
god of the festivals or of the drunkenness, as is
often represented in the popular culture, it is also
the god of the vegetation, of the birth and of the
resurrection. A deity that has many connections
with other deities such as the mitre of the
Persians and the Osiris of the Egyptians®.

We are interested in the importance of
this link and the connection of the bull with a
force that is creative and reaffirming of life:
vegetation. Dionysus like Osiris is quartered, but
resurrects to reaffirm life above death. It is No
coincidence that, since Nietzsche, he has had the
Dionysian strength in art as a forging and
empowering creation. The encounter of the bull-
Minotaur with the nymph (or old woman) raped,
is also in some way a search for the reaffirmation
of life through death. The murderer, either
Lautret or Morvan, needs to kill in order to
reaffirm his own existence and the sense of it.

3 A trait of the mythical character of Dionysus that at first
glance seems incongruous with its nature as a deity of
vegetation is that it was often conceived and represented
in animal figure, in particular in the form, or at least with
the horns, of a bull. Thus, it was spoken like "born of the
Cow", "Bull", "figure of Bull", "face of Bull", "Teztus of
Bull", "Bull cuckold". (...) Everything that happens
induces us to suppose that this taurine form must have
been only another expression in its character of deity of
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They must be old bodies, not only
because of the relationship with the mother, but
also because they are withered bodies that are
symbols of the twilight and the end of life.
Bodies must be quartered to accommaodate life in
other forms.

Life that is in turn creation and that
makes the bodies quartered in the Parisian
departments on a canvas, a renewal of art and
life.

The myth of the end of the world

There is, without a doubt, a need on the part of
contemporary Latin American literature and,
specifically, the police genre, to build something
new from the deconstruction of the primitive
myth. It rewrites the myth to annul it, to show its
flaws and breaks, so that it can give a new
meaning, a new connotation. It is sought to
create from the ruins a new building, more
striking and adapted to its own time and space.
But not only that, the myths present in the
discourse of power and common sense are also
attacked.

the vegetation, especially by being the bull an
embodiment of the spirit of the common grain in the
northern Europe and in the last association of Dionysus
and Demeter and Perséfona in the mysteries of Eleusis it
is shown, at least, that it had strong agricultural affinities
"Frazer, Sir James George.La Rama Dorada. (México
D.F.: Fondo de Cultura Econdmica, 1991) pp. 447-448,
529
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Espinosa, Bolafio and Saer are writers
who are aware that literature has a constant
search for renewal, which is necessary for it to
continue and reinvent itself, to create new forms
of perception of the world and of the real. It says
Mircea Eliae that.

It would be exciting to study closely the
process of revaluing the myth of the end of the
world in contemporary art. It would be noted that
artists, far from being the neurotics who are
spoken to at times, are, on the contrary, much
healthier psychically than many modern men.

They have realized that a real restarting
cannot take place more than after a true end. And
it is the first of the modern artists who have
dedicated themselves to truly destroying their
world to recreate an artistic universe in which
man can at the same time exist, contemplate and
dream. (Elian 1991, 79-80)

Both in the research and in 2666, rather
than building a new perception of the real, the
destruction and rewriting of the myth would not
be at the service of a restart, after all no new
sense is generated, but to reinforce the idea of
uncertainty of the real and the Ausenci To of
every sense as possibility. 2666 (Bolafio 2004) is
located spatially, during much of the work, in the
desert in the north of Mexico, in an imaginary
population called Santa Teresa, which seems to
be a fictitious name to call Ciudad Juarez. The
apocalyptic climate, the tedium, the enigma of
the murders of the women and above all a deep
and unknown evil are narrated by Bolafio in a
undaunted and unbaited way.
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We will not concentrate here on other
aspects of a work so gigantic in content that can
well be read and studied in many ways. What is
most interesting to the present study is the
presence of the myth.

2666 is a title that keeps an enigma that
Bolafio did not want to reveal in all his work. But
something is clear and it is that the figure
forwards, in some way, to an apocalyptic end.
The myth that remains here implicitly is the
Judeo-Christian Apocalypse.

It is from Christianity that one thinks in
the Occident in a linear time (as opposed to the
cyclical time of the Greeks) and that it has,
necessarily, an end. It is a kind of teleology, the
characters of 2666 seem to feel the intrusion of a
break, of an end, of a apocalypse, some yearn for
it, but this never arrives.

The myth of the Apocalypse, it serves
here, not for a new beginning as Elian thought,
but to destabilize any kind of beginning or end.
The tedium and the daily life persist, the lives of
the characters are going slowly and the promised
change never arrives.

European  scholars  never  find
Archimboldi, Amalfitano fails to find a sense of
his monotonous existence (which leads him
gradually to madness), women's perpetrators are
never found and characters are left to drag
Slowly through life itself, against to uncertainty
and, even, to the evil that dwells in the place.
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We can find this idea of the apocalypse
present in many cases of the novel. But there is
one especially that draws attention. In "The
crime part” appears a character that stands out
for his striking personality. The priestess and
witch Florita Almada appears in several
television shows denouncing the crimes of Santa
Teresa and announcing that things will get
worse.

He repeated what he had already said: a
very large desert, a very large city, in the north
of the state, murdered girls, murdered women.
What city is that, he wondered.

Let's see, what city is that? |1 want to
know what that Demon City is called. Meditated
for a few seconds. | got it on the tip of my
tongue. | don't censor, ladies, except for a case
like this. It's Santa Teresa! It's Santa Teresa! I'm
watching clearly. They kill women there. They
kill my daughters.

My daughters! My daughters!, he
shouted at the time that an imaginary shawl was
thrown over his head and Reinaldo felt that a
chill would come down like an elevator through
his spine, or he would climb up, or both things at
once. The police do nothing, said after a few
seconds, with another tone of voice, much more
serious and manly, the fucking cops do nothing,
just look, but what do they look?, what do they
look? At that time Reinaldo tried to take her to
order and stop talking, but could not. Get out, so
all, said Florita.
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We have to warn the governor of the
state, he said with his voice. This is no joke. The
lawyer José Andrés Bricefio has to know this, he
has to find out what they do to women and girls
in that beautiful city of Santa Teresa. (...) So
much apathy and so much darkness. Then she
put on a girl's voice and said: Some are going in
a black car, but they kill them anywhere. Then
he said, with his voice well ringed: at least they
could respect the virgins. He then took a leap,
perfectly captured by the Chambers of Studio 1
of television of Sonora, and fell to the ground as
propelled by a bullet. Reinaldo and the
ventriloquist came ready to help but when they
tried to lift, each by an arm, Florita roared
(Reinaldo never in his life had seen her like this,
properly a Erinia): Do not touch me, you fucking
callous!

Don't worry about me! Don't you
understand what I'm talking about? Then he got
up, looked into the audience, approached
Reinaldo and asked him what had happened, and
then apologized looking straight at his camera.
(Bolafio 2004, 547)

This is just one of the interventions of the
character. Almada has a prolepsis function in the
text. It makes us feel that, indeed, the situation
will be complicated and that there is a darkness
that is rounded by Saint Teresa, an unspeakable
and terrible evil; That evil that is announced with
Trumpets, which speaks of the reign of the
Antichrist (which not in vain identifies with the
figures 666) and that some millenarian theories
have been announcing centuries ago.
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Every new murder, every violent break-
in in the female body, appears to be a mark, a
sign, a symbol that is engraved on the skin of
each of the women who have been raped. The
sign announcing the apocalyptic explosion, the
real name of the enemy (as some kabbalists
thought), the end that comes.

Almada is the medium and the shaman,
the one who reads the truth of the myth and
interprets it, she is the custodian of the
knowledge of the symbol, the one who accepts
her mediation and therefore agrees to her
revelation. But their denunciations and their
prophecies have no effect, they stay there,
echoes lost in the desert. The end never comes,
neither for good, nor for evil. The only thing that
remains is the evil that remains unspeakable or
mysterious.

Bolafio rewrites the myth and makes
Almada at first an element that helps generate a
climate of mystery, which strengthens the
enigma and causes us a kind of distress and
impotence. But in a second moment, 2666 makes
us hesitate and we think that, perhaps, Almada is
nothing more than a speaker more than it comes
out on TV4,

There is an inversion of the apocalyptic
myth to show us the fragility of our symbolic
representations and of that apocalyptic
teleology. There is no end that can redeem us,
the tedium and the evil will continue there
despite our own subjective death and the wear of
our lives.

4 Later in a program, Almada faints again, this time
product of a lipotimia. Reinaldo, the program presenter,
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In the eyes of the basilisk is also present
the idea of the end and a teleology that is not so
much apocalyptic but political and collective.
The novel, besides being a policeman, is a
historical novel and has connections with events
from which there are records of various
historians and chroniclers of the time. Like
Bolafio, Espinosa changes the name of some
characters who have a close equivalent in
historical events. But it is easy to detect, for
those who have a knowledge of the history of
Colombia century, the identity hidden under the
veil of fiction. Espinosa takes a high moment
during the political juncture that leads to
liberalism for the first time to power.

President José Valerio Gomez (José
Hilario Lopez) promises to the artisans a change,
a series of measures to impose taxes and customs
on the goods that come from outside to promote
the nascent and incipient national industry.

The Basilisk, a serpent that although
mortal is slow, is manipulated here with
promises and speeches. The artisans, members
of the democratic societies, expect the president,
Liberal draconian, to fulfil his promises: that the
Jesuits be expelled, that the liberation of the
slaves is promulgated, but more important than
all that ends the trade and Protect your business.
From the beginning of the book The hope of a
change is announced. But this never comes. It is
not the people who win in the end, are the old
elites, the commercial bourgeoisie and
landowner, who derive benefits from the
importation and maintenance of the trade.

is questioning whether the blackout will not be faked.
The legitimacy of revelation is put in doubt. Bolafio,
Robert, 2666. (Barcelona: Anagrama, 2004), p. 551
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The crime of lawyer Baccellieri is
embedded in this context, the people kill without
knowing their only defender. It kills the medium,
the only one who is able to read the reality of his
time and denounce the inconsistencies of the
discourse of power. In medieval mythology,
only the Crow's song could kill the Basilisk. The
rooster is the symbol of the state and it is his song
that kills or numbs the Basilisk (the People). Not
in vain the rooster is, for example, the symbol of
the French Republican state or of the Argentine
Federal police. The Rooster numbs the Basilisk
and the expected change never arrives.

The President betrays the promises he
made to satisfy the elite that allows him to have
some governability. José Valerio GoOmez
becomes Gallo, the power allows him to have a
plumage and a song of control.

Baccellieri tries to intervene by the
craftsmen, begging the president to keep his
promises to them, but he expels him from his
presence (Espinosa 1992, 86). In the end, the
Christian myth appears in the form of Judge
Pontius Pilate to represent the indecisiveness and
unwillingness of the president to save the
lawyer, an innocent person, for fear of the
interests of the Elite and the Basilisk. But his
hands stumbled on the bottle and the red wine
fell on them, as if Ensangrentara. They were, for
an instant, a pair of bloody hands. With alacrity
a servant approached a washing service.

Gomez washed his hands slowly and
dried them. Nineteen centuries ago, Pontius
Pilate had done the same in Jerusalem. Also on
that occasion a sentence was uttered, as Menjura
did at eleven o'clock the next morning in the
courtroom (Espinosa 1992, 200)
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The myth is then rewritten, Espinosa
makes an investment of the myth and converts a
terrible tiller, which reflected some of our most
original fears, in a fearful and manipulative
political animal, who ignores the other and who
is complicit in a crime of State (of that rogue
state of which Derrida spoke). As in 2666 there
IS no redemption, nor are any of the changes
promised through numerous prolepsis of a
political and economic nature. The same elite
continues to govern and misery expands by all
the craftsmen of the city. Only death, which
breaks at the end of the book through the
assassination of Dominguito and the firing of the
gang of the thieves of the mill, seems to be the
only end, the only release. One of the characters,
Arturo Troches, seems to be the most aware of
it, rejects the confession of the priest and mocks
the ritual of death wink the eye to a child
(Espinosa 1992, 212)

We see then that there is a constant in the
three writers (Bolafio, Saer and Espinosa): the
desire to rewrite the myth, to use it as an intertext
not only as an act of legitimation that connects
them with the origins, but allows them to build
their own mythology. They are writers who use
the myth not as a guarantor of meaning or truth,
but rather the opposite, to dismiss any truth, any
sense and delve into the uncertainty of the real
and our own existence. To show the fragility of
our representations and beliefs.

Barthes postulates that the poetic
language manages a double ambiguity because it
resists against the myth, but it is prey in turn of
processes of myth (Barthes, 2014, pp. 228-229).

ACEVEDO-Daniel. The myth as an intertextual resource in the
contemporary Latin American black police novel. ECORFAN
Journal-Republic of Colombia 2017
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The French philosopher says that poetry
and writing have an essentialist ambition which
makes, in turn, that poets believe that the
meaning of words is but a form and therefore try
to play with it, hence their quest to find a quality
trascend Entity or a meaning of things. Poetry
occupies the inverse position of myth: The myth
is a semiological system that aims to overflow in
the factual system; Poetry is a semiological
system that seeks to recant in essential system
(Barthes, 2014, p. 228) This essentialist
ambition leads the poets to try to resist the myth
but that resistance, says Barthes, makes them to
some extent ideal prey For the myth.

For years writers and poets have tried to
resist and deny literature as a possible mythical
system. This has led to a constant questioning,
rebellion and reinvention, which Barthes calls
"murder of the literature as meaning". All these
rebellions have sought to reduce literary
discourse to a simple, non-transcendent
semiological system. But the myth continues to
have the ability to adapt and signify the
resistance that opposes it.

How can we prevent the myth from
resignifying resistance? Barthes postulates that
the best weapon to resist against the myth is
Mitificarlo at the same time, ie to produce a
second myth:

It seems therefore extremely difficult to
reduce the myth from within, for that same
movement that we do to liberate ourselves from
it, suddenly becomes a prey to the myth: The
myth can ultimately mean the resistance that is
opposed.
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Actually the best weapon against the
myth is, perhaps, Mitificarlo in turn, to produce
an artificial myth: and this reconstituted myth
will be a true mythology. Since the myth steals
language, why not steal the myth? It will suffice
to make it the starting point of a third
semioenological chain, with putting its
significance as the first term of a second myth
(Barthes 2014, 230)

In this sense 2666, the investigation, the
eyes of the basilisk and much of the
contemporary Latin American literature will
seek through the use of different myths to create
a second myth that according to their own
mythology, a gigantic network that moves by all
The texts.

The most pertinent thing to consider,
perhaps, is the fact that to some extent this
process of resignification of the myth is due to a
need to resist the myth itself. Saer and Bolafio
put the myth in destabilizing any structure of a
mythical nature or any sense, there is no
certainty about the real, only uncertainty. The
myth is Remitificado, it is put as a starting point
of a third chain of semiotics much broader and,
in turn, as a primordial story, it becomes an act
of foundation, of legitimation of a space in the
great literature. But it is also not only an act of
legitimation, but also of resistance, in the eyes of
basilisk against the ignorance of the people, in
the investigation a defense of fiction and in 2666
against impunity and oblivion.

ACEVEDO-Daniel. The myth as an intertextual resource in the
contemporary Latin American black police novel. ECORFAN
Journal-Republic of Colombia 2017
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In the text of Bolafio, for example, his
characters converge over and over again in
northern Mexico, near the Sonoran Desert, is a
space that fascinated him and that he described
using an attractive heading of Baudelaire in 2666
of "an oasis of horror in the midst of a Desert of
boredom. " (Bolafio 2004, 6).

The characters of Bolafio are often
immersed in difficult searches and trips that
remind us of some of the myths original (the
search for Caesarea Tinajero, the search for
Archimboldi, the search for the assassins of
women, the search for sense of Amalfitano, etc).
But unlike the Mitologema or archetype of the
voyage their searches almost never end and do
not always imply a learning. All the characters at
the end converge in the same space, they arrive
irremediably to the same place: Santa Teresa and
the desert.

There they come to be immersed in the
networks of corruption, delirium and tedium. It
is the space of his mythology and that is where
he makes the reversal of the apocalyptic myth to
reassert life and fight oblivion.

Conclusions

The myth as an intertext has been a resource
widely used by Latin American writers. Some
recall tales like "The House of Asterion™ of
Borges and "Circe" of Julio Cortazar where the
myth exerts an allegorical and symbolic function
and serves, also, to make games with the narrator
and pose some enigmas. But their use and
function in the text has changed over the years,
obeying historical and cultural circumstances.
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The myth as an intertextual resource,
today, is more in terms of destabilizing any
narrative or representation that seeks to give a
meaning to reality. The myth has been rewritten
in order to annul the myth, but not the classic
myth, but the myths that exist in the speeches of
power and common sense. The origins are
reinvented to show the fragility of our
representations.

Both Bolafio, as Saer, and Espinosa are
aware of the role of literature as a complaint, as
a resistance to power, as a mnemonic resource
against oblivion. The myth here is based on
serving the memory as legitimizing the
complaint and the act of Resistance against
violence and the unspeakable evil that sits in the
world. But also, in turn, it shows the breakdowns
and the fragility of memory as a guarantor of
veracity.

And in the end what is left is the desert,
this huge desert that is Sonora and part of the
Argentinean Pampas, which represents the
tedium and uncertainty of the real. The myth is
there as unsolved enigma in the work of these
three authors. It no longer brings tranquility, no
answers. Its function is to destabilize all possible
completely truthful narrative, to destabilize the
certainties we have about the world and about
evil. There are some pages left to write about it
and, in a socio-political context as complex as
Latin American, now more than ever the myth is
necessary as an intertextual resource; It connects
with the origins and the sacred to create a new
mythology that shakes us, questions us and leads
us to reflect on violence, memory, fiction, art and
oblivion.

ACEVEDO-Daniel. The myth as an intertextual resource in the
contemporary Latin American black police novel. ECORFAN
Journal-Republic of Colombia 2017
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Abstract

Depression in Mexico and the world is an unrest that has increased over the last few decades, causing much
suffering, especially in those who suffer. However, this discomfort has been explained and analyzed, in most cases,
from a medical and biological approach, which has left behind a series of social explanations that can help us
understand a problem that grows every day. Thus, the following text seeks to explain what depression is, what are
some of its main consequences and how the growth of this is linked to various social factors.

Depression, mental health, population, conditions

Citation: HUERTA-ROSAS, Abigailf*. Depression, a social bad with social origin. ECORFAN Journal-Colombia. 2016, 2-3:
23-32

* Correspondence to Author (email: abi_spa2002@yahoo.com.mx)
1 Researcher contributing first author.

© ECORFAN Journal —Republic of Colombia www.ecorfan.org/republicofcolombia



Article

24
ECORFAN-Journal

Introduction

Currently the study of the origin and
development of mental illnesses such as
depression are part of the area of medicine,
particularly psychiatry, so when seeking
information about the same easily found
arguments that they describe as a consequence of
biological factors. In addition to these
explanations, we can observe the presence of
social factors (macro and micro level) that can
help us to understand the increase these
dispositions.

According to the Secretary of Health,
mental illness has increased dramatically over
the last few decades worldwide, and our country
has not been the exception®. While in 1990 it was
estimated that all over the world mental and
neurological disorders were responsible for 10%
of total DALYSs (years of healthy life lost), in
2000 that percentage rose 12% and is projected
to reach up to 15% in 2020. In addition, mental
and neurological illnesses are responsible for
30.8% of all years of good health lost by
disability (APD). In this sense, who points out:
"Among the top 10 causes of disability in the
world, four correspond to mental disorders."
"This growing burden implies a cost in human
suffering, disability, and economic loss."?

12001, p. 1). Amen of the differences between the
different cultures and the debatable of the term, the
World Health Organization defines mental illness as the
absence of mental health; That is to say of subjective
well-being, perception of the own efficacy, autonomy,
competence, intergenerational dependence and self-
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As for Mexico, it is known that at least
one-fifth of the population has suffered some
mental disorder throughout their lives. In 1994,
based on the results of the national survey of
addictions carried out in urban sectors, the
prevalence of mental disorders was detected
between 15 and 18% of the adult urban
population, highlighting in the first place the
depression. This means that in Mexico 15
million people (one-sixth of the population)
suffer from this type of disease, a figure that for
2017 doubled?®.

Mexico
Disorder Men (%) Women (%) Total (%)

1. Depression 4.9 9.7 7.8
2. Epilepsy 34 3.9 3.7
3.Probable Psychosis 3.2 2.6 2.8
4. Probable boundary 1.6 0.8 11
disorders

5. Obsessive disorders 1.6 3.0 25
6.Probable 1.2 0.9 1.0

schquizofrenia

7. Mania 0.3 0.2 0.2
8. Nonspecific 0.7 0.6 0.6
Psychosis

9.Bipolar disorders 0.7 0.6 0.6
10. Ansiety disorders 0.3 1.6 11

Table 1 Prevalence of psychiatric disorders in adult
population in urban areas in 1994.
Source: Secretaria de Salud, 2001. p. 45

realization of the intellectual and emotional capacities
(who, 2001, p. 5).

2 (OMS, 2001, p. 3).

3 (Secretaria de Salud, 2001).

HUERTA-ROSAS, Abigail. Depression, a social bad with
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The statistical yearbooks of the Ministry
of Health in recent years report a noticeable and
significant increase in the demand for outpatient
mental health consultation. In 1990, 239 327
consultations were given, in 1995, 366 963 and
in 1999, 583 760. In terms of the hospital
outflows about mental disorders in 1990 there
were 2 422; In 1995, 3 857 and for 1999 this was
fired at 19 60, indicating an increase of more
than 500%*.

In recent years these figures are expected
to have increased, as the social conditions of the
population not only have not improved, on the
contrary they have deteriorated.

As for the depression, the figures indicate
that this mental disorder is the one that most
afflicts the society because it occupies 12% of
the total of the mental illnesses at world-wide
level. In the early 80, WHO estimated that
between 2 and 5% of the general population
suffered from depression, or between 150 and
250 million of human beings®. In 2000,
according to the same organization, it affects 340
million of people in the world. By the year 2020,
if the current demographic and epidemiological
tendencies are maintained, the burden of
depression will increase to 5.7% of the total
burden of morbidity, becoming the second cause
of DALYs. Today it occupies the fourth place of
DALY:s in the whole population and the second
in the people 15 to 44 years. It should be clarified
that of years lost by disability (YLD), occupies
the first place®.

4 Secretaria de Salud, 2001, p. 45.

> Calderén, 1991. p. 71.
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All ages. Total%

Respiratory tract Infections. 6.4%

Perinatal conditions.
6.2%

HIV/AIDS.

6.1%

Unipolar depressive disorders. 4.4%

Diarrhoeal diseases.
4.2%

Ischemic heart disease.
3.8%

Cerebrovascular disease. 3.1%

Table 2 Principal causes of disability-adjusted life years
(DALYS) in the world, at all ages, estimates for 2000
Source: WHO, 2001, p. 27-28

15-44 years.
% total

HIV/AIDS.
13.0%

Unipolar depressive disorders. 8.6%
Traffic Accidents.
4.9%

Table 3 Main causes of disability-adjusted life years
(DALYS) in adults aged 15 to 44 years, estimates for 2000.
Source: WHO, 2001, p. 27-28

6 OMS, 2001, p. 30.
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Both sexs, all Men, Women, all It is the only disease that ends with the
ages. all ages. ages. so-called basic instincts like that of the
Total% Total% Total% conservation (who suffers it may want to die),
Unipolar Unipolar Unipolar the gregarious (generates isolation) and the
depressive depressive depressive maternal (women with depression can refuse,
‘i'ls‘;[)‘/jers' d;;’or/ders' disorders 14.0% neglect and even to attack their children, both In
= P pregnancy as at any age)®.

Table 4 Main causes of the years lost by disability (APD)
in the world, in all ages and in adults from 15 to 44 years,
by sexes, estimates for 2000.

Source: WHO, 2001, p. 27-28

Both sexs Men, Women,
15-44, 15-44, 15-44,
Total% Total% Total%
Unipolar Unipolar Unipolar
depressive depressive depressive
disorders. 16.4% | disorders disorders
13.9% 18.6%

Table 5 Source: WHO, 2001, p. 27-28

The depression is classified as mental
illness or mental disorder and is included within
the group of ailments called Mood disorders
(affective), is more common among the poor
population, but not exclusive of this sector, and
stands out from among the Most pressing and
disabling diseases worldwide’.

The middle age of onset of a depressive
episode is 25 to 40 years. That is, it begins to
affect the most productive ages of the person.

It's a bad thing that can block basic
biological functions like hunger, sleep and
sexual appetite. It affects women more than men
in a 2-to-1 relationship, although men are more
attentive to their lives.

7 OMS, 2001, p. 19, 22, 26, 39, 40.
8 Calderdn, 1987, 1991
9 Secretaria de Salud, 2001
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One of the most feared complications of
depression is suicide. It is known that there is up
to 60% of linkage between the two, so it is
estimated that it is the mental illness that most
affects the act of taking a life®. A depressive
episode can last about 8 months and the risk of
recurrence is about 40% to two years and from
72% to five years. That is, once you have given
depression, the longer you go, the greater the risk
of getting the disease back. Approximately 20%
of the cases have been followed by a chronic
progression without referrals®®.

There are patients with mild, moderate
and severe symptoms (the latter apply mostly in
adulthood-major). With mild symptomatology
the patient has to make a minor effort to achieve
goals. In the case of moderate there are a greater
number of symptoms or greater intensity and this
should make a bigger effort to achieve goals.
With severe symptoms there is not only the
presence of almost all of these but the intensity
is greater, so there may be a serious limitation or
even total incapacity.

In these cases, those who suffer from the
disease may be unable to take care of themselves
in activities such as eating, dressing and
maintaining minimal personal hygiene.

10 OMS, 2001, p. 30.
11 De la Fuente, 1997¢

HUERTA-ROSAS, Abigail. Depression, a social bad with
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According to symptomatic
manifestations, three major depression subtypes
are known.

- Major depression with melancholic
features. Patients show a lack of pleasure
in all activities or lack of reaction to
pleasurable stimuli. The depression is
more intense in the mornings, the
insomnia is of terminal type, marked
agitation or psychomotor dulling,
significant loss of the appetite and with it
of body weight and an excessive and
inadequate guilt.

— Major  depression  with  psychotic
features. In these cases, in addition to
specific depressive symptoms, there are
delusional ideas (no basis in reality)
and/or hallucinatory (perceptions of
different modalities without real object).

- Major  depression  with  atypical
characteristics. Here is a reactive mood
to a positive or potentially positive event.
In addition there is a significant increase
in appetite and body weight, daytime
hypersomnia, feeling of heaviness or
stiffness in the arms and/or legs,
increased sensitivity to interpersonal
rejection which conditions deterioration
in work or social functioning®?.

The cities where this disease is most
reported are: First Santiago (Chile) 15.9%, in
second Manchester (United Kingdom) 16.9%,
third Groningen (Netherlands) 15.9%, in fourth
Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) 15.8%, fifth place Paris
(France) 13.7%?"2.

12 De la Fuente, 1997c.

13 OMS, 2001, p. 24.

14 1t should be said that in Mexico since pre-hispanic
times there was knowledge in relation to mental health,
of this testify the Codex Badiano or Medicinalibus
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A worrisome element of the disease is
that, according to the Ministry of Health, it is
present in one in ten people who attend primary
care services but is generally not identified and
is therefore not served with opportunity. In
Mexico, in the year 2000, the Secretary of Health
reported the existence of four million adults with
depression, being the adulthood (18-65) the
period of greater condition with a prevalence of
12 to 20%, mostly women?4,

1 | Perinatal conditions 7.7
2 | Diabetes Mellitus 5.8
3 | Homicide and violence 4.8
4 | Ischemic heart disease 4.5
5 | Motor vehicle Accidents (crashes) 4.0
6 | Low respiratory infections 3.0
7 | Cerebrovascular disease 2.9
8 | Cirrhosis of the liver 2.9
9 | Dead by Run Down 2.3
10 | Protein-caloric malnutrition 1.9
11 | Diarrhoeal disea ses 1.8
12 | Dementias 1.7
13 | Alcohol consumption 1.6
14 | Depressive disorders 1.6
15 | Nephrosis nephritis 15

Table 6 Principal causes of loss of years of healthy life
(YHL) in Mexico. Data of the 2000.
Source: 2001, Programa de Accidn: Salud Mental, p. 18

Indorum Herbis and the history of the things of the New
Spain of Fray Bernardino of Sahagin. Depression, then
called "Nigri remedium Sanguinis™ was considered,
along with epilepsy, true body disease (Calderén, 1970,
1987).

HUERTA-ROSAS, Abigail. Depression, a social bad with
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The children's psychiatric Hospital "Dr.
Juan N. Navarro" says that in the last decade
mental disorders have been altered, and in the
case of depression the increase has come to
occupy the second place of mental illness in
adolescents and minors.

In other words, in Mexico it is not only
considered that the depression is increasing but
also that it reaches more and more sectors of the
population. With the current behavior of the
population, more than ten million Mexicans are
expected to suffer depression at some point in
their lives in the future.

But will there be a relationship between
the increase in mental illnesses such as
depression and social-level conflicts? The
answer seems to be affirmative because it is
known that the growth of this type of evils is not
only linked to biological factors but also social.
See Kendler found that violence, divorce,
economic housing problems, unemployment and
legal conflicts generate depression®®. The World
Health Organization, for its part, asserts that
urbanization, poverty and technological
evolution mixed with overpopulated, polluted
environments, dependent on a monetary
economy, high levels of violence and poor social
support generate Emotional ills.

For example, in China, economic
conflicts have increased suicide and
hospitalization for mental disorders, in the
United States the urban modern life is
considered to lead to the generation of this type
of disease’®.

15 En Reynaga, 2000.

16 Jenkisns, Kleinman, Good, 1991.
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In Finland, high unemployment, job
insecurity, short-term contracts and time-related
pressure coincide with a defendant's impairment
of mental well-being in the workforce.

In  Germany, workers facing the
"rationalization and rapid introduction of
technology”, in addition to increasing
unemployment, suffer from stress due to
increased time-related pressures and the
demands for higher quality and quantity of
Production.

In the United States and the United
Kingdom, the adoption of a set of new
technologies and methods of organization of
work in response to growing existing
productivity requirements results in increased
cases of depression and stress.

In Poland, the major political changes
that led to the country's socioeconomic
transformation "had significant implications for
the labor market and the mental well-being of
workers."

Data from countries such as Brazil,
Chile, India, and Zimbabwe indicate that the rate
of the most common mental disorders is roughly
two times greater among the poor than among
the rich®’.

In Latin American countries, these
conditions also charge important figures.
Argentina speaks of 13% of the population with
anxiety disorders*é,

17 OMS, 2001, p. 39-40.
18 (http://www.saludpublica.com/),
(http://www.cnnenespanol.com/).
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In Mexico, the statistical yearbooks of
the Ministry of Health in recent years report a
notable and significant increase in the demand
for external mental health Consultation
(including depression). In 1990 239 327
consultations were given, in 1995, 366 963 and
in 1999, 583 760. As for the hospital outflows
concerning mental disorders in 1990 there were
2422; In 1995, 3 857 and for 1999 this was fired
at 19 604, indicating an increase of more than
500%%°.

According to Enrique Chévez Ledn,
president of the Mexican Psychiatric
Association (APM), it is estimated that in 2017,
3.3 percent of the population has suffered from
depression?. That is to say the 127 million that
INEGI reported population in 2015, 3.3%
represents more than 39 million Mexican and
Mexicans who have suffered throughout their
lives a depressive disorder, with the risk that this
reappears in their lives.

It is also important to say that the suicide
rate in Mexico showed an upward trend between
2000 and 2013, passing from 3.5 to 5.2 suicides
per 100,000 inhabitants which indicates that the
so-called mental illnesses have grown, as
suicides are Intimately related to them,
especially with depression?’. It should also be
taken into account that specialists talk about a
large number of patients with depression who do
not know that they are living with the disease and
many who know that they are not receiving
medical care from the health sector, which
indicates that there are many numbers without
registration.

19 Secretaria de Salud, 2001, p. 45.

20 http://www.milenio.com/tendencias/depresion-mexico-
estadisticas-milenio-noticias 0 883111939.html
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These numbers tell us about the large
amount of population that is located within the
so-called social handicaps; Therefore, according
to the Ministry of Health, the most vulnerable
people to suffer from evil is that which is part of
a race, sex, economic or ethnic situation at a
social disadvantage. Recent surveys have shown
that poor families have a higher prevalence of
depression and anxiety disorders. The following
graph shows the vicious circle that, according to
WHO, exists between poverty and mental

disorders.
Poverty: ~ Mental and
Economic behavioral
deprivation, disorders:.
Low level of Higher prevalence,

instruction,
Unemployment

lack of attention,
worse evolution

Economic
repercussions:

Increased health
spending, job loss,
decreased
productivity

Graphic 1 The vicious cycle of poverty and mental
disorders
Source: World Health Report 2001, who, p. 14.

Let's look at the social risk factors that
the secretariat of Health (based on the World
Health Organization) considers as potentials in
the development of mental health problems
(including depression).

2L INEGI,
http://www.inegi.org.mx/saladeprensa/aproposito/2016/s
uicidio2016_0.pdf
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- Socioeconomic disadvantage

- Social and cultural discrimination

— Violence and criminality in the housing
area

- Population density and inadequate
housing conditions

- Lack of support services such as
transportation and recreational sites

- Social isolation

- Competitive Society

- Unemployment/job insecurity

— Responsibility for caring for a sick or
disabled person

— Residency in a nursing home

- War or natural disasters

Source: Secretary of Health, 2001, p.36.

Conclusions

The habitants of the big cities (place where most
of the population is concentrated) also suffer
delinquency, sale of drugs, corruption,
unemployment, lack of spaces and of efficient
and sufficient institutions that cover necessities
of: health, Housing, education, transportation
and justice. On the other hand, it suffers
population density, vehicular traffic, pollution
(auditory and the environment), loss of hours to
transport from one place to another, emigration,
social mistrust, road chaos.

In such a way that living in such
conditions, says  psychiatrist  Guillermo
Calderon, promotes the growth of depressive
discomfort (especially the so-called simple
depression).
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In addition to the elements pointed out,
Calderon adds, the anonymity in which the
inhabitant of the big city lives, the severe
economic crisis and its consequences exacerbate
the problem. According to Monroe and Depue
these elements do not necessarily generate
depression but stress. However, stress, as well as
anxiety, are the prelude to depression.

The social situation in Mexico not only
affects the material deficiencies of immediate
visibility (poverty, malnutrition, low educational
levels, lack of medical services, among others),
also in the physical, psychological and
emotional health of the Individuals. While it is
true that elements such as poverty and the lack
of opportunities for human development
themselves are a serious problem, and affect the
life of the individual in the short term, in the long
term we can observe the generation of
consequences that affect Suffering and human
pain. The case of the growth of mental illnesses,
particularly depression, is one of them.
However, the hegemony of the analysis from the
biological and medical approach has prevented
the search for solutions from the social
reflection, because as mentioned conditions and
the social environment affect the emotional and
psychological discomfort or well-being of the
People.

Stress, overwork, worries, violence —
direct and indirect — the long working days and
with them the lack of time to live together and
socialize in free will, the family disintegration,
the individualism and the fear that generates to
live in Cities have increased. That is why the
increasing suffering of mental illnesses
represents a great challenge as a society, because
although it is true that the expectation of life has
increased so is that the best conditions have not
done so.

HUERTA-ROSAS, Abigail. Depression, a social bad with
social origin. ECORFAN Journal-Colombia. 2016



Article

31
ECORFAN-Journal

Mental illness reduces and precludes the
lives of those who suffer and who surround the
sick, makes people unhappy, prevents them from
doing daily activities and in a normal way.

In this regard, | believe that social
sciences, particularly sociology, have much to
investigate; Well, there are many social factors
that stun the human being, which affect their
lives, and this is not only reflected in their level
of consumption, type of housing or educational
level, also in their health.

References

(mayor-agosto-1987), “La  depresion, un
problema de salud publica en aumento” en
Psiquiatria, México, Vol. 3. pp. 99-105.

(mayo-agosto-1991), “Evolucion en el concepto
de los trastornos afectivos en la Gltimas cinco
década”, en Psiquiatria, México, No. 2, Vol. 7.
pp. 70-76.

Azzolini Alicia (1995), “Salud y derechos
humanos. La labor de la comision de derechos
humanos del Distrito Federal en el &mbito de la
salud” en Salud y Derechos Humanos Editores
Julio Frenk Mora, Ana Luisa Liguori, Jaime
Sepulveda Amor, Instituto Nacional de Salud
Publica, México. pp. 69-78.

Calderon, Narvéez, Guillermo (septiembre-
1970), “La salud mental en  México.
Antecedentes historicos y enfoque actual”, en
Acta psiquiatrica y psicologica de Ameérica
Latina, México, No. 3, Vol. 16. pp. 234-239.

El grafico, “Muy padres. Reflexiones sobre la
familia”, Nota de Maria Rosas, miércoles 5 de
abril del 2006, No. 26 592. p. 41

ISSN-On line: 2539-1372
ECORFAN® All rights reserved.

December 2016 Vol.2 No.3 22-32

Herméndez Gonzalo (1999), “El mercado
laboral en México: retos y perspectivas para el
ano 2020 en Meéxico 2020. Retos y
perspectivas, compilador Guillermo Abdel
Musik Asali, CONACYT, SEP. pp. 201-228.

Jenkins Janis, Kleinman Arthur, Good Byron
(1991), “Cross-Cultural Studies of Depresion”
en Psychosocial Aspects of Depression, New
Jersery, Editado por Joseph Becker, Arthur
Kleinman, U. of Washington an U. Harvard
Medical School. 254 pp.

Méndez Morales, José (1992), Problemas
econdémicos de México, McGraw-Hill, México.
310 pp.

Monroe Scott y Depue Richard (1991), “Life
Stress and Depression” en Psychosocial Aspects
of Depresion, New Jersery, Editado por Joseph
Becker, Arthur Kleinman, U. of Washington an
U. Harvard Medical School. 254 pp.

Organizacién Mundial de la Salud (2001)
Informe sobre la salud en el mundo. Salud
mental:  nuevos  conocimientos,  nuevas
esperanzas, 178 pp.

Pascual Mayari (2004) “Violencia y miedo
urbano: reflejos de la Ciudad de México” en
Sujetos, victimas y territorio de la violencia en
América Latina, coordinadora Raquel Sosa,
Universidad de la Ciudad de México. pp. 179-
195.

Pefialoza, José Pedro (2003), Notas graves y
agudas de la seguridad publica, Instituto
Nacional de Ciencias Penales, México. 267 pp.

Reynaga Romaris, Areli (noviembre-2000),
¢Hay una relacion causal entre los
acontecimientos estresantes de la vida y el inicio
de la depresién mayor?, en Informacion clinica.
Instituto Mexicano de Psiquiatria, México, No.
11, Vol. 11. pp. 63-64.

HUERTA-ROSAS, Abigail. Depression, a social bad with
social origin. ECORFAN Journal-Colombia. 2016



Article

32
ECORFAN-Journal

Salud y Seguridad Social (1994), Retos y
propuestas, Fundacion mexicana cambio XXI
Luis Donaldo Colosio, Editos Juan Ramon de la
Fuente, México. 80 pp.

Secretaria de Salud (2001), Programa de Accion:
Salud Mental. 191 pp.

Sotelo Julio (1995) “Problemas médicos
emergentes y derechos humanos” en Salud y
Derechos Humanos Editores Julio Frenk Mora,
Ana Luisa Liguori, Jaime Sepllveda Amor,
Instituto Nacional de Salud Pablica, México. pp.
49- 54,

www.saludpublica.com/. Febrero, 2005

www.cnnenespanol.com/. Marzo, 2005

ISSN-On line: 2539-1372
ECORFAN® All rights reserved.

December 2016 Vol.2 No.3 22-32

HUERTA-ROSAS, Abigail. Depression, a social bad with
social origin. ECORFAN Journal-Colombia. 2016



33
Article ECORFAN-Journal Colombia
December 2016 Vol.2 No 3 33-46

Conflict and resistance to the project of the park of the 7 cultures in Cholula,
Puebla, México

CAMPOS, Valentina

Received August 12, 2016; Accepted November 19, 2016

Abstract

The objective of this work is to analyze the role of social conflict in the construction of the territory in the city of
Cholula, Puebla, Mexico, before the governmental imposition of a project of rescue and urban dignification. Its
development is presented in two issues of this magazine. The first one deals with the origin and evolution of the
social conflict that occurred between March 2014 and September 2016. The second one approaches the impact of
this action on the construction of the territory. The method used is the case study, considering a mixed methodology;,
with primary and secondary sources of information. The results of this part of the research allow us to affirm the
existence of two actors in dispute with a gap and contradiction between the definition of the territory and its vocation,
as well as the perception of the needs and interests of local society.

Conflict, resistance, Cholula

Citation: CAMPOS, Valentina. Conflict and Resistance to the Project of the Park of the 7 Cultures in Cholula, Puebla, México.
ECORFAN Journal-Colombia 2016, 2-1: 33-46

T Researcher contributing first autor
* Correspondence to Author (email: valiacc@gmail.com)

© ECORFAN Journal —Republic of Colombia www.ecorfan.org/republicofcolombia



Article

33
ECORFAN-Journal

Introduction

Los municipalities of San Pedro Cholula and San
Andrés Cholula belong to a region composed of
27 municipalities, all in the valley of Puebla,
Puebla in México.

The two Cholulas are located
approximately eight kilometers from the state
capital, at a height of 2200 meter above sea level,
in an area of volcanoes and mountains that
historically they have endowed it with excellent
conditions for agricultural activities, thanks to its
temperate climate, fertile soils and the
availability of water.

Its nearness to Puebla city, the existence
of road infrastructure such as the Cholula line
and the Mexico-Puebla highway, the presence of
industrial parks, as the availability of soils for
non-agricultural uses, have impacted the
dynamics of these municipalities until recently
Given the pressure imposed by the real estate
and industrial segment in the face of the
disordered growth of the city of Puebla towards
its borders, demand resolved with the release of
land through expropriation mechanisms and a
discourse to promote the Development, progress
and modernization (Ramirez y Campos, 2004;
Hernandez, Corona, 2011; Rappo y Vazquez,
2009; Lopez, 2013).

The impulse of industrial activities, the
construction of road equipment or the building
of residential areas in recent decades, has
occurred in the counterhair of urban
development programs that at the time
established the need to conserve the soil
Agricultural zone for its high quality, scarcity
and impossibility of renovation (Cabrera &
Guerrero, 2008).

1 Avila (2009:93) defines this concept as "... the
continuous extension of the city and the gradual
absorption of the surrounding rural areas".
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The result of this has been the deep
transformation of space with the creation of peri-
urban?, territories, in which new forms of
relationship urban-rural, dynamics of settlement,
cultural changes, identity, and new ways of
living, of appropriating the spaces, such as the
establishment, impulse or abandonment of
certain economic activities.

However, as Avila recognizes (2009), far
from thinking in  Disarticulation  and
dichotomies, spaces of complementarity and
intense interaction are manifested from the
functions of the rural spaces and the strategic
value that they have as a territorial reserve.

This logic present in Mexico in general
and the state of Puebla in particular, since the
decade of 1960 has configured a urban-rural
territory built from the needs of non-local actors,
in a process not without conflicts, disputes and
tensions to favoring activities or interests,
projects and perceptions of the territory
diverging and excluding users and agricultural
uses.

Under these considerations the objective
of this work is to analyze the role of social
conflict in the construction of the territory,
understanding that this is a non-neutral result of
the actors and their relationships.

The case that is analyzed is the conflict
and the resistance of the settlers of San Andrés
and San Pedro Cholula to the execution of an
urban dignifying plan promoted by the state and
municipal government.

CAMPQOS, Valentina. Conflict and Resistance to the Project
of the Park of the 7 Cultures in Cholula, Puebla, México.
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In the first part of the work, located in
this issue of the magazine, the effort is focused
on developing the origin and evolution of the
social conflict occurred between March 2014
and September of 2016, since it was from the
participation and organization of the actors
premises that the suspension of the project was
quickly and temporarily achieved in September
2014, within the framework of a strategy of
confrontation, repression and violence from the
state, which in the end managed to impose it,
without implying the demobilization of the
opponents.

The case is pertinent because it allows to
discuss the issue of governance from the conflict
that is not legitimately building the decisions and
actions of government; The rejection and
challenge by the rulers of the models and
policies of development imposed by those who
hold the function of representing them without
considering their forms of life, customs and
traditions; The role of the actors and the conflicts
in the definition of the territory from the
confrontation of visions about space, its vocation
and potentiality; As well as of the hegemonic
interests and actors in the definition of the
purposes and uses of the space identified as
priorities, that is to say, of the elements of
transformation of the space, in particular in the
creation and change of the urban.

1. Theoretical and methodological
approach

The concept of social conflict is not univocal.
Behind that is the approach and concept that
society has, if it is identified as a homogeneous
unit or if it is recognized in its heterogeneity,
complexity and contradiction.
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This lack of homogeneity in its
comprehension extends to the discussion of
whether or not it has a relevant role in social life,
particularly in the manifestation of stability or
change.

The positions oscillate between those
that minimize or deny it, by identifying it either
as an abnormality or dysfunction of the system
that should be avoided or minimized; As a
fundamental element in the structural change,
engine of the history and source of progress, or
as an intrinsic element of the system, part of
mechanisms of regulated change, strengthening
of the established order and therefore a type of
interaction that assures the Functioning of the
Society (Coser, 1970; Wieviorka, 2010).

Definitions of social conflict in this line
is the one developed by Lorenzo Cadarso
(2001:12) who defines it as "a process of
contentious interaction between social actors
who share cognitive orientations, mobilized with
varying degrees of Organization and that act
collectively according to expectations of
improvement, defense of the pre-existing
situation or proposing a social project.

What would give particularity to the
social conflict from this approach, is that being a
process is more than what could be considered
one of its stages, be it the appearance of violence
or specific particular actions. It also indicates the
contentious interaction or open struggle between
opposing social actors, each with their values,
expectations, ideas, objectives, are mobilized
consciously and rationally, develop strategies,
coordinate and have different degrees of
commitment that can materialize in different
degrees of organizational level. (Walter, 2009).

CAMPQOS, Valentina. Conflict and Resistance to the Project
of the Park of the 7 Cultures in Cholula, Puebla, México.
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In this document the position that
identifies social conflict with a role in social life
is recovered, not as a factor of progress or
necessary and only of rupture, but of the
construction of social relationships that allow
keeping groups as part of a non-homogeneous
unit, but cohesive from the definition of the
actors of objectives, identities, projects,
expectations and valuations for which mobilize
resources. In this sense, social conflict is a
driving force for change.

If this is within the system (adjustment
mechanism and social evolution) or a change of
it (social transformation), it will be a function of
the objectives of the actors, that is, they can be
moderate, not radical, pragmatic or
revolutionary. A second concept relevant to the
analysis of the case is that of Resistencia. For
Nieto (2008) we can’t speak of conflict without
resistance, making both the inherent antithesis of
concepts such as order and power, respectively,
visible.

This allows to identify social relations in
a field mediated by forces and asymmetric
positions, heterogeneous between actors who
oppose, reject and challenge the authority,
before acts that do not represent, infringe and
confront. It stresses that resistance does not
necessarily have a revolutionary scope in intent
or action and that it can be developed by
questioning the state with modest objectives,
merely as a vindication for access to services or
goods.

2 Defined by Touraine (1994) as an individual who exerts
a control over the experience, to give personal sense to
the action.

3 Touraine (1994), identifies it with the capacity that the
actor deploys to modify its social and material
environment, in such a way that it implies the affirmation
of the individual as an actor of the social life through his
practice endowed with meaning. Calvillo and Favela
(1995) Define it as forms of social expression from the
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It is not obvious that in its analysis the
historical dimension should be recognized in the
configuration and maturation of the actors and
the forces in conflict in the field in which their
logic must be prioritized. In this sense it recovers
its definition as "any collective action whose
logic is directed against all forms of power, or
domination, exploitation or oppression” (Nieto,
2008: 236-237).

Resistance acquires another dimension
when it is observed that the logic of action has a
meaning in the actors® and social subjects®, for
those who oppose the imposition and dominance
exerted by any of the representations of the
levels of government, can to represent not in a
structural dimension, but of practices, a whole
revolution to try to build spaces that include their
values, needs, interests, from a community of
thoughtful citizens, committed and observant of
the collective.

Methodologically, the method of inquiry
was used in the case study by allowing direct
attention to a specific phenomenon with defined
spatial and temporal boundaries, in order to
understand with depth a particular situation of
interest Intrinsic. (Gundermann, 2013).

excluded, with subjective constructions, identity,
collective memory and willingness to change, in
defending their interests in spaces they create and in
which they are recreated. For Bonilla (2004), they are the
social actors in motion. Its origin is the individual actor
that transforms through the action in a movement agent, a
collective that organizes the population and defends their
interests, thus, the social subject is defined from the actor
but transcends it as a collective, from the relations and
Interactions they can establish.

CAMPQOS, Valentina. Conflict and Resistance to the Project
of the Park of the 7 Cultures in Cholula, Puebla, México.
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The information presented comes from
primary and secondary sources, mainly the
latter, as part of the systematization of
hemerographic and videographic materials, as
well as conducting interviews with participants
of the organization Living and dignified Cholula
and archaeologists, as well as the realization of
non-participating observations during
mobilizations, press conferences and acts of
solidarity academics. The time limit of the study
is March 2014 to September 2016.

2. San Pedro and San Andrés Cholula,
Puebla, México

=
=

Figure 1. Location of San Andrés and San Pedro
Cholula, Puebla

San Andrés has an area of 58 km?and San
Pedro of 77 km? (SEDESOL, 2013). According
to the INEGI, the population for 2010 in the first
was 100,439 people and 120,459 in the second,
which implies an increase between 1960 and
2010, of 700%. It is worth mentioning that at
least one tenth of the population during 2010
came from another entity or from a foreign
country, 16 thousand for San Andres and just
over 12 thousand for San Pedro (INEGI, 1963,
1972, 1980, 1990, 2001 and 2011).

The economically active population
(EAP) in 2010, was close to 50000 people in
each municipality. It is observed by sector its
evolution between 1960 and 2000 highlights:
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The historical presence of diversified
activities in both municipalities, the deep growth
of the secondary and tertiary activities currently
occupying 75% of the population in San Andrés
and the 87 % in San Pedro, which apparently
implies a reduction in the population dedicated
to primary activities, which actually occurs in
relative terms, but in absolute numbers it
highlights the almost constant maintenance of
the population dedicated to activities agricultural
and livestock (INEGI, 1963, 1972, 1980, 1990,
2001 & 2011).

The economic transformation that has
manifested the region and both municipalities,
related to the greater historical availability of
infrastructure and equipment for industrial and
tertiary activities, contributes to it being
qualified with an index of Low marginalization
(CONEVAL, 2016).

This is associated with the industrial and
urban growth of the city of Puebla detonated
with speed from the decade of 1960, when
encouraged the desconcentration and relocation
of industries of Mexico City given the proximity
and strategic position of Puebla, which radically
modified the vocation and use of the territory,
which up to 1960 maintained the 90% of the
EAP dedicated to the primary activities, while it
demanded natural resources: soil and water.

The first was obtained through
expropriation processes with the cause of public
utility for the establishment of industries,
industrial parks, road infrastructure, education
and energy, which in turn sued land for
residential use (Montero, 2012).

The Cholulas were not the only ones
affected, if it emphasizes that San Andrés was
expropriated 756 ha (Cabrera & Guerrero, 2008;
Hernandez & Martinez, 2011).

CAMPQOS, Valentina. Conflict and Resistance to the Project
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Nevertheless, the undeniable relevance
in the conformation of the population
metropolis, the Cholulas have a historical,
symbolic and cultural particular distinction,
product of the more than two thousand years,
whose first inhabitants established it axis of the
world, Materialization of the cosmic order, seat
of its most important gods and site of ceremonies
to safeguard the fertility and successful
achievement of the agricultural cycles (Gamez
and Ramirez, 2016).

3. The prehispanic Cholula and its
pyramid

As Ashwell recognize (2002 and 2015) the name
of Cholula (Cholullam, Cholula, Tollen
Cholullam  Tlachihualtepetl) refers to a
temporally late period, to the 12th century, since
its origin dates from several centuries before the
Christian era (Rivera, 2011, Matos, 2012 and
Ashwell, 2015). Bernal (2006) locates the first
settlements in 800 b.C, when settlers settled near
a swamp to the east of the current city Centre.
Between 800 and 400 b.C. Four hamlets were
identified, three in what is now the center of San
Pedro Cholula and one more where now is San
Andrés Cholula. Between 400 and 200 b. C, the
work of the first phase of the pyramid was
developed, in the transition from the village to
an urban center with an extension of 2 km2.
Between 200 b.C and 650 a.C. the city under the
influence Teotihuacana acquired the status of
religious and commercial center of First Order,
doubled its territory and concentrated its
population  around the  pyramid  or
Tlachihualtépetl (Hill made by hand or sacred
mountain) (Jiménez, 1974; Kirchhoff, 1967 en
Ashwell 2015:65, Herndndez y Martinez, 2011).

4 Understood as a political unit governed by a tlatoani
belonging to a lineage, a population that shared an ethnic
identity, a base territory of identity and political and
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The Pyramid of Cholula is a structure
recognized world-wide because it is the largest
in its base and of greater volume of the American
continent (Urufiuela and Robles, 2012), is
product of the progressive edification of
pyramidal bases on a spring (AQUIAHUAC)
Recognized as sacred by the settlers.

Plunket (2012) recognizes the pyramid
and iconography of its altars as part of the
expression of the Mesoamerican worldview in
the  reproduction of  mountains, the
representation of the altepetl, and also symbol of
the power of the leaders.

After the fifth century of our era, the
ruling class of Cholula faced an economic,
political and social crisis that led to the decline
of its population, which recovered for the 10th
century, at the same time the collapse of the
cities as Cacaxtla, Xochicalco and Cantona,
which had replaced it in the political and
economic Space (Plunket, 2012).

Between the 8th and 11th centuries, the
Olmec-Xicalancas who organized life around
the Altepetl* (Brito, 2011) arrived. In the 12th
century, the Toltec in alliance of the
Chichimecas dominated the region and made
Cholula become the focal point of the central
region of Mesoamerica, with an administrative
and religious axis in what is currently the center
of San Pedro Cholula, site where they built a new
pyramid (Florescano, 2006) whose place now
occupies the church of San Gabriel.

economic autonomy, a sacred center in which rituals
were carried out, Festivities, ceremonies, a temple, a
patron God and a historical tradition ritual practices
(Brito, 2011).

CAMPQOS, Valentina. Conflict and Resistance to the Project
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In the process of domination of the
Tolteca-Chichimecas, the Olmecas-Xicalancas
is postulated had two destinies. Brito (2011)
indicates that after their defeat they left Cholula
to go to the north of the state of Puebla, whereas
Gonzalez (1985 quoted by Hernandez, 201:283)
argues that both groups coexisted, settling these
to the south of the pyramid. (San Andrés
Cholula). If this was the case, the assertion of
Alvarez, Corro and Lorandi (1992) that in the
history of the city are reported at least two ethnic
groups that occupied different geographical
spaces, originating differentiated urban areas.
The first descendants of the founders and
identified as "Colomoxcas", the second coming
from the Toltec invasions Chichimecas, as
"Cholula".

This seems to be associated with the
claims of legitimacy and originality that exist in
constant struggle between the settlers of San
Andrés and those of San Pedro, the first defining
themselves as "the real ones", which allows them
to describe to the seconds like “the Who left and
then returned, "and those who claim that despite
this have been awarded their lands, half the
pyramid and the nickname of Cholula (Alvarez,
Corro y Lorandi, 1992:42-43). In the 16th
century, with the arrival of the Spaniards, the
city stood out for its monumental and refined
architecture (Cortés, 2015 [1522]) and It is
known that the Tlachihualtépetl had been
abandoned, even though ceremonies were still
held to ask for rain (Glockner, 2016). The
important thing about Cholula, as Matos (2012)
says, its continuous occupation from the
Preclassic medium to the present, prolonging its
sacred dimension and pre-hispanic ritual with
the veneration of the current settlers to the Virgin
of the Remedies, located in the shrine built on
the cusp of the pyramid.

5 Opponents of the project indicate that this was part of
the government's strategy to facilitate its settlement, since
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4. The social conflict before the
project "Park of the seven cultures”
in Cholula

4.1 The Government project.

Triggering inconformity

In March 2014 mass media were disseminated
by the state Governor's initiative to promote a
tourist corridor between San Pedro and San
Andrés Cholula, which would have as its axis the
area of the pyramid.

The name oscillated between "Park of the
seven cultures”, "Park of the three cultures”,
"Park of the Flowers", "Intermunicipal Park" and
finally the “project of works of urban
improvement, recreation and substitution of
streets, sidewalks and walkers in spaces Cholula
Public®.

Its objective was to "provide a dignified
and respectful environment to the archaeological
zone", given that the authority valued a
"underutilization" and "improper use of the soil",
through the integration of the archaeological and
urban environment, with the purpose of
consolidating the city as a hub of activities and
tourist center.

Its operation was programmed in 8.52
has located to the southeast of the municipality
of San Pedro, just in the city boundary with San
Andrés, in the south west border of the pyramid
of Cholula or Tlachihualtépetl, is within the limit
decreed in December of 1993, as Area of
archaeological monuments of Cholula.

it prevented them from obtaining information to
transparent the process of authorization and bidding of
works by different instances Federal.
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Information provided by the Union of
archaeologists of the National Institute of
Anthropology and History (INAH) in August of
2014, indicates that the project would not Sue
8.5 ha, but 25 of what were property within the
area covered in the area of monuments
Archaeological, even on the basement of the
pyramid and in spaces where they had
discovered, registered and covered late
Postclassic structures, is in a reserve area
(Suarez, Espinosa, Martinez, Mendiola,
Vazquez, Avila and Cedillo, 2015).

The project generated non-conformity in
the population first because of the lack of
transparency in its content and execution, second
by the assumptions of those who started on the
inefficient and unproductive use of the soil by
the local actors, third that were violated the
Decrees of protection of the archaeological Zone
and fourth by the vision that on the territory
imposed based on the tourist use, modern and
developer of the ground, destined to the non-
local users and the building of suitable spaces to
solve the needs for parking, mobility and
transportation of these.

4.2  Origin of conflict

The conflict between the population and the
municipal-state authorities manifested itself the
expropriation by causes of public utility in order
to be able to execute the project "Park of the
seven cultures”, of God around the pyramid and
the Sanctuary of the Virgin of the Remedies. To
this end, citizens without affiliation to any
political party and organized informally in the
"Circle of defense of the territory of Cholula”,
cited the collective embrace of the pyramid as
the first collective action of resistance and
defense against the project.
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This action was followed two days later,
of the withdrawal of the mesh and of the
announcements that notified the property of the
municipal government of San Andrés Cholula,
before the execution of decrees of expropriation
issued on July 4 (Ayala, 2014, Carrizosa, 2014,
Mecinas, 2014).

These initial actions resulted in meetings
in the atrium of the church of San Andrés
Cholula to define a strategy in favor of the
protection of the archaeological-cultural
patrimony of the Cholulas.

From that moment on, they are visible in
two organizational instances of the opponents of
the project: the "Circle of defense of the territory
of Cholula” and the "Citizens Movement for a
living and dignified Cholula".

From them we can see repertoires of
mobilization against urban dignifying project as:

— Legal defense with the interposition of
protection of land owners affected by
expropriation procedures.

— Petition to the councilmen of San Pedro
and San Andrés, of public hearings.

— The demonstration with black ribbons
and/or banners during festivals held in
the local festivities and the national
symbolic dates.

The organization and mobilization
produced in and from the structures created
initial agreements. Towards the interior of the
opponents of the project, do not cede their
territory to the Government project.
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With the municipal authorities, in
particular the municipal president of San Andrés
Cholula, the realization of a session of public
group to inform: of the project, of the
expropriation carried out by the city Council, as
well as its intention to desist and to cancel the
Project.

As a product of this stage of organization,
the affected ones obtained the provisional
suspension of the expropriation of 17 hectares of
farmland adjacent to the pyramid, which
occurred in parallel to the temporary suspension
granted to the hospital order of San Juan of God
to recover the facilities of the Cholula
Psychiatric  hospital in which the state
Government intended to host a regional
museum.

4.3  Development and scaling of conflict

Others to the foregoing, the uncertainty and
annoyance of the population was growing in the
face of several facts: the failure to carry out
meetings of Open groups; The Declaration as
restricted of the information relating to the
project by the secretariat of infrastructure of the
Government of Puebla.

The existence and execution of
expropriation decrees; The warning of the pastor
assigned to San Pedro Cholula to cancel masses
to the communities that oppose the project, as
well as the absence of permits for the realization
of the work by the INAH.

In this scenario the "circle of defense of
the territory of Cholula” and the "Citizens
Movement for a living and dignified Cholula"
organized the Open Citizen Forum with the
participation of several towns of Cholula, in
which a plan of actions was built on three edges:
Legal, symbolic and political (Noyola, 2014).
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In the first dimension, the interposition
of indirect protect trials was agreed to guarantee
the defense of their collective laws.

In the second, he emphasized the
importance of vindicating two symbols: The
sanctuary of the “Virgin of The Remedies” and
the archeological zone. In this sense they
organized in early October of 2014, the
procession of the "Concord and Brotherhood of
San Pedro and San Andrés Cholula®”, which
implied the approval of the ten districts and the
traditional  authorities  (principal, butlers,
prosecutors, dtiachcas) for the logistical
operation of the intervention of the Cholulas and
its 42 tributary towns (Ashwell, 2014a).

In the third, the public and peaceful
demonstrations were raised in the municipal
presidencies to express to the councilmen the
discontent of a population that did not feel
represented in their decisions; Conducting an
online survey to contribute to the incorporation
of people’s opinions in government decisions, as
well as the creation of the "Citizen Academic
Council for the integrity of Cholula" by
specialists interested in disseminating the
patrimonial destruction of a symbolic reference
syncretic as the Tlalchihualtépetl (Ashwell,
2014b).

Of this period highlights the approach
with the "Municipal Commission in defense of
the Civil Registry”, formed in protest for the
withdrawal of the faculties of judge to the
auxiliary mayors as part of the reforms to the
municipal organic law, fact that implied "the
Disappearance of the auxiliary boards, the
withdrawal of the faculties of Judge of the Civil
registry to mayors, the disappearance of the
Court of Peace, the disappearance of the
subaltern agency of the Public Ministry and the
extinction of the auxiliary police” (Llaven,
2014).
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With them the citizens Movement for a
living and dignified Cholula agreed to
collaborate in its public manifestations, while
the circle of defense of the territory of Cholula
specified would attend as observer (Guadarrama,
2014).

This last event was the pretext for the
criminalization/judicialization of the social
protest, since it was presented together with the
closing of two fundamental avenues in the
highway of the city, so that after the cancellation
of the negotiations, in the course from the dawn
of October 7th, 2014, the public force was
presented to evict the Planton, at which time it
arrested four members of the "citizen Movement
for a living and dignified Cholula" with charges
such as "looting, mutiny, damage to property,
damage to the way of Communication and
alteration of the order” (Garcia, 2014).

In this context, opponents of the project
radicalized their actions and joined the "Frente
Municipal Cholulteca in the defense of identity
and territory" together with organizations such
as the "Front of peoples Cholula in defense of
land and Water", from which they demanded the
release of the four detainees and the cancellation
of the arrest warrants turned against ten of their
members.

In this tenor his demands and repertoire
of mobilization were expanded in more
traditional schemes of action: the participation in
regional assemblies in the auxiliary boards in
resistance to the reforms to the Municipal
Organic law; The organization of a mega March
and an indefinite sit-in in Casa Aguayo and
Mexico City; The commemoration of the
appointment of San Andrés Cholula as Republic
of Indians and the removal of the municipal
president for the "treason of its population”
(Garcia, 2014, Guadarrama 2014; Informative
writing, 2014).
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Three things stand out from this stage:
the interest of the opponents of the project to
have a plan of action formed not only by the
social mobilization, but by a symbolic and
juridical defense of its cause.

The articulation with organizations and
struggles that carried their efforts towards
conventional repertoires of action that
challenged the authority to draw their attention
and put at the table of discussion the problems
and opinions of those affected, as well as the use
of them by the authority to farm criminal
responsibilities to the leaders and legal
representatives of the opponents of the project,
thus initiating the criminalization of the social
protest in an attempt to control the discontent
and the organization of citizens before Decisions
that excluded, disfavored or harmed.

4.4. Achievement of the organization

The social pressure generated at the juncture of
repression of the movement and the
radicalization of the actions of the organized
peoples against the park led to the cancellation
of the original project by the administration of
the state Government (of Jesus, 2014), to The
pair of the announcement by this one of "works
of urban improvement, sport, of recreation and
substitution of street, sidewalks and walkers in
public spaces of Cholula” (Ramiro, 2014, Rojas,
2015).

With the legal representative in prison
and the possibility of their leaders being
apprehended, the demands of the organization of
opponents revolved around their release and
cancellation of any judicial process, as well as
the resignation of the municipal president of San
Andrés Cholula.
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However, they maintained the demand
for their right to information and consultation;
The definition that any type of government
proposal should respect the uses and customs of
the region without subjecting them to economic
and social benefit, via privatization of the soil.

They requested that any project should
omit the request and approval of the INAH's
permits and that the premises affected by the
project maintain the vocation and use of the land
established in the ordinance of protection of the
area of archaeological monuments from 1993, in
order to preserve them for necessary and
subsequent archaeological studies (Sanchez,
2014).

His demands made the municipal
government of San Pedro Cholula clarify that the
park (which by then was called intermunicipal)
would not imply the installation of shopping
centers, restaurants and hotels that in fact its
purpose was to rescue the Green areas and the
richness of the archeological zone. In the same
sense they obtained that the Delgado of the
INAH confirmed the absence of permits to build
the park, because they did not know the project.

This stage is interesting because it
presented a duality for the organizations that
opposed the project: to have made evident as a
product of its action the opacity and violence
against the fundamental laws of the citizens such
as the access to the information held by public
authorities, without which in the chain other
rights were violated, such as thought, opinion,
demonstration. Before this, the state and
municipal government had to recognize and
publicize the project of the park and before the
set of omissions to the procedures, to cancel the
expropriation processes of the project (this was
not formalized, it was only verbalized). The cost
for organized citizens was to have their legal
representative in prison as part of the
prosecution of social protest.
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Conclusions

The case analyzed reveals the existence of a
conflict by virtue of the presence of actors with
positions, actions, interests, values and
antagonistic meanings over space. This
generates a contentious interaction between a
group of citizens organized and mobilized to
reclaim and to be informed when they see their
forms of lives and meanings violated, in the face
of the imposition of a government project that
excludes them and marginalized them. The
conflict manifests traits in two dimensions: the
policy with antagonistic groups with a
differential of power and authority that distance
themselves or the symbolic, every day and
historical, related to the world of life and the
meanings associated with the duality Pyramid-
Sanctuary.

The response of the actors who opposed
the project is resistance. In their action they
demanded respect or respect for a territory
formed from their customs, meanings, values
and rituals to stay as a community. Before the
government project the opponents resorted to
social protest as a tactic to denounce the rights
that were violated, as well as the legitimacy of
their demands, while the authority required legal
persecution for Redirecting social discontent
towards the release of prisoners, while
generating a negative view of the opponents of
their project.

This conflict, together with the citizens '
organization, is part of the exercise of
democracy for the Vindication of Fundamental
Rights (information, dissent, expression, among
others), the practice of defence mechanisms, the
protection of Participation of the excluded and
the demand for inclusion in the public of the
issues that affect or interest them.
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It denounces the existence of institutions
and authorities that do not provide formal
institutional channels, through effective and
efficient communication channels, to the citizens
" claims, which are worth specifying, are not to
change the system but to make the institutions
operate.
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