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Abstract

The present research work addresses the need to strengthen university extension and linkage for the
viability and effectiveness of architectural projects developed in the academic field. This study highlights
the importance of redirecting the interpretation and approach to problems, establishing more ambitious
objectives that allow the materialization of projects with tangible social benefits. It is argued that, to
improve the quality of life, it is essential that educators and architecture students collaborate in the
discussion and proposal of solutions that incorporate principles of social responsibility and ethics. These
principles must be integrated not only in the educational process, but also as fundamental strategies in
professional practice, promoting shared values and equitable opportunities. It is concluded that a socially
responsible attitude in architectural design contributes significantly to social development, underlining
the need for an educational approach that encourages a solidarity commitment and a professional ethic
that promotes common social development.
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Resumen

El presente trabajo de investigacion aborda la necesidad de fortalecer la extension y vinculacion
universitaria para la viabilidad y efectividad de proyectos arquitectonicos desarrollados en el ambito
académico. Ademads, se subraya la importancia de redirigir la interpretacion y el abordaje de los
problemas, estableciendo objetivos mas ambiciosos que permitan la materializacion de proyectos con
beneficios sociales tangibles. Se argumenta que, para mejorar la calidad de vida, es esencial que
educadores y estudiantes de arquitectura colaboren en la discusion y propuesta de soluciones que
incorporen principios de responsabilidad social y ética. Se concluye que una actitud socialmente
responsable en el disefio arquitectonico contribuye significativamente al desarrollo social, subrayando la
necesidad de un enfoque educativo que fomente un compromiso solidario y una ética profesional que

impulse el desarrollo social comun.

El fortalecimiento de la vinculacién y extensién Universitaria para el desarrollo de proyectos Arquitectonicos
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1. Introduction

The contemporary context of architecture is marked by the increasing complexity of social and
environmental challenges, which demand a fundamental reconsideration of traditional approaches in the
field. Facing these challenges requires a critical reorientation from the initial phases of academic training,
where educators and students must actively collaborate in the identification, analysis and resolution of
significant problems. The need to integrate fundamental topics such as social responsibility and ethics in
the teaching of architecture become unavoidable, not only to ensure the understanding of these concepts,
but also for their effective application as mechanisms that promote equal opportunities and shared values.

Social responsibility should not be considered as a concept relegated to government decisions,
but as a comprehensive strategy that covers all aspects of professional practice and educational work. In
this sense, university linkage and extension are required to play a leading role in the formation of design
proposals that emerge from the academic environment. This research highlights the importance of this
approach, arguing that a strong commitment from the classroom can lead to architectural projects that
not only resonate with humanistic values, but also contribute effectively to social development and the
improvement of the quality of life.

2. Theoretical Framework
The crisis in architecture teaching

For a long time we have been experiencing a crisis in the teaching of architecture, one of the possible
causes is the fact that the teacher and the student find themselves in a conflict between their ideals and
the real practice of architecture, where there is a line imaginary that causes this phenomenon, that is, on
the one hand there is the vision and ideas of the architect, or what he intends to achieve, and on the other
hand we are faced with professional reality, which is full of contradictions between what is intended to
be done. , what is done and what can really be done. (Togneri, 1984)

This implies a reflection to find the original values, the meaning of the essence of the architect,
architecture and its understanding in our real world and identify the characteristics that are required in
the new generations.

Architecture has been directed in the opposite direction to its fundamental and functional
principles, establishing the formalist style as a priority, favoring the appearance of star architects, those
of the so-called spectacle architecture, which refers to everything that goes into the sense of virtuality
and simulation, where the impact sought, more than social, turns out to be just a media impact.

Sometimes a media investment is evident, where the author is talked about first, then the project
and finally the work, in the same sense it is highlighted that we are in a consumer society where the
market of emotions and the main emotion prevail. It is the visuality, the image; People know a large
number of projects through photogenicity, although they were never in direct contact with the work, to
see, touch, feel the light and the notion of time, this relationship between architectural objects and life
that is the essence that feeds architecture.

Although, in these circumstances we observe design proposals that go beyond the beautiful or the
grotesque, it must be taken into account that architecture contains a higher value, where the quality of its
authorship speaks for itself.

The teaching of architecture requires more than a set of physical facilities, an academic program
and a teaching staff; it is a space for creation, innovation and discussion of the great problems, in which
its sterility or its richness is immediately projected in the student's education.

The teaching of Architecture has been changing slowly, it is necessary to accelerate the pace of
change, to become aware of current circumstances, to understand the conflict between current ideas and
reality, to recognize and define the relationship between theoretical information and concrete demands.
(Saldarriaga, 1996).
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Faced with the great problems that concern us, such as: overpopulation, migrations, social
inequality, natural disasters, education, security, public policies, cultures and identities. The architect's
discordance between what he should do and what he can do warns of a review of theory, practice and
teaching. Therefore, it is necessary to update the ideals of the profession, valuing the practical reality,
the imminent social, political, economic and environmental problems of the time and assume the
corresponding responsibilities from the architectural work with a broader ethical sense. (Castafio, 2005)

The teaching of architecture in the face of current problems.

The objective they set is to promote the importance of design in the face of the great challenges we face
today and in this way attract young students with whom to share a social conscience who provide viable
solutions that break down the barriers between society and education., finding the best way to respond
to the demands of the most vulnerable and direct our efforts towards their feasibility and viability.

Architecture and design in general have a social responsibility that must be assumed with
commitment, since, with their actions, they can affect or improve coexistence itself.

From the same teaching of architecture and design, it is possible to raise awareness about critical
social and environmental aspects. An education that encourages critical reflection enables a successful
treatment of more complex problems. For this, it is necessary that the Design workshop define the
approach with which the projects will be carried out.

Given the great concerns that concern us today, various approaches have emerged, such as social
architecture or for society, which focuses on the needs of users, allowing them to liveable, heterogeneous,
plural and diverse spaces, spaces that are capable of integrating without distinction or omission those
who need them; Another important approach is that of sustainable architecture, which seeks to minimize
the environmental impact of buildings on the environment and the community, as well as reduce the
ecological footprint of buildings as much as possible. There is also Universal Design, which consists of
the creation of products and environments designed so that they are usable by people to the greatest
extent possible, without the need to adapt or specialize, its objective is to simplify people's lives to
through the creation of environments usable by the greatest number of people with zero or minimal cost.

It is important to clarify that these types of architecture go beyond being adjectives, but rather
constitute a series of approaches that focus on pragmatic consequences, as such they possess a body of
knowledge, direct the way of interpreting problems, set specific objectives and They constitute in
themselves a methodology, that is, they are a way of seeing things and consequently of treating the
problems they aim to solve.

Faced with the great challenges in the current economic, political and social environment, we
must be able to pollinate that sense of serving the community from our own professional practice, instill
values in students such as dignity, where all people, regardless of their circumstances, they deserve to be
treated with respect and have a home; In this sense, demonstrate that excellence is essential in our
performance, as it reflects our personal and social commitment.

Strengthening university links and extension as a key factor

The development of projects from design workshops in architecture schools offers a significant
contribution to facing major social and environmental problems. However, for these projects to transcend
and materialize into effective solutions, it is crucial that educational institutions establish robust alliances
with various actors in the public and private sectors. University extension must act as a bridge that
actively connects the university with the community, taking advantage of university culture including
science, art and technology to transform socioeconomic systems and structures towards greater justice,
dignity and ethics.

The success of these projects depends on a joint effort between teachers, students and the
educational institution itself. The extension and linkage department must go beyond conventional
agreements with sectors for professional practices or social services, seeking deep integration with key
sectors that facilitate the development of projects that generate tangible benefits for the community.
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University extension, in its essence, encompasses the provision of services to the community,
support for research and extension of teaching. This comprehensive approach allows architectural work,
initiated in the classroom, to have a real impact on communities in need, promoting positive social
changes. To achieve these objectives, it is essential to have the support and collaboration of local and
global institutions, the public and private sectors and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). Only in
this way can we ensure that architecture not only responds to contemporary challenges, but also drives
significant change towards a more equitable and ethical future. (Fresan, 2004)

3. Methodology

The research is carried out from a mixed scientific approach. The selected samples will be characterized
in detail, analyzing the operational parameters in their current state, giving importance to the human
presence, to the relationship between man and the environment.

Research principles and analytical, quantitative and qualitative methods are applied to evaluate
the feasibility and potential benefits of university linkage and extension to redirect their actions and
thereby promote and design a closer Architecture, with greater social impact.

This research presented focuses on the importance of university linkage and extension for the
development of architectural projects and the performance of the extension and linkage department of
the Tecnologico de Estudios Superiores de Jocotitlan (TeSJo), through a comprehensive methodology
that combines bibliographic analysis, newspaper analysis and statistical. To build the theoretical
framework, an exhaustive review of the relevant literature was carried out and statistical information was
collected from various institutional sources. Additionally, primary data collection was carried out
through the application of a structured questionnaire, aimed at the TeSJo student population.

The sample included architecture students with the objective of identifying and analyzing the
importance of university links and extension with society and the educational sector. The data collection
was carried out during the school period February - August 2024, providing a more accurate vision of
the problem raised which aims to contribute to the understanding of the elements and propose strategies
aimed at improving educational results in the institution.

For the application of said instrument, a confidence level of 90% and a margin of error of 5% was
applied to calculate the sample. According to Lipschutz (1999), a sample of 208 architecture students
was taken since the population size is 450 students as described below (see table 1):

Table 1
Sample size of TeSJo architecture students

Semester No. of students Sample size %
2° 127 61 29
4° 117 55 26
6° 108 49 24
8° 98 43 21
450 208 100 %

Source [Own elaboration according to quaktrics.xm,2024]

4. Results

Based on the 2019-2024 Institutional Development Program/Extension and Linkage Directorate, it
mentions among its objectives the strengthening of links with the public, social and private sectors as
well as the culture of entrepreneurship in order to support the development of the regions. Of the country
and bring students and graduates closer to the labor market.
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According to the items raised, the results are the following:

a. Do you know the TeSJo university linkage and extension department?
250
200
150
100
1
0
yes no
Figure 1

Do you know the TESJo extension and linkage department
Source [Own elaboration according to quaktrics.xm,2024]

University linkage and extension are essential for the effective integration of the university with
the community and for the implementation of academic projects that have a significant impact. These
features not only facilitate collaboration between academia and external sectors, but also allow students
and design projects to align with social and community needs.

However, the data reveal a worrying situation: 60% of the students surveyed not only do not know
the physical location of the university linkage and extension department, but also the activities and
agreements that it carries out. This lack of knowledge severely limits the potential of these programs to
generate real and meaningful impact. The lack of visibility and accessibility of the department's activities
prevents students from taking full advantage of the opportunities for participation and collaboration that
could enrich their training and the development of socially responsible projects.

For university outreach and outreach to effectively fulfill its role, it is imperative that educational
institutions implement measures to increase the visibility and understanding of their activities. This
includes more effective communication strategies and the creation of mechanisms that facilitate access
to relevant information about agreements and collaboration opportunities.

b. Did you know that the extension and linkage department has more than 121 agreements where
you can carry out your social service and/or professional internships?

250
200
150
100
50
.
yes no

Figure 2

Social service and/or professional internships
Source [Own elaboration according to quaktrics.xm,2024]
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University connection and extension play a fundamental role in academic and professional
training, particularly in the field of architecture. These functions not only facilitate the connection
between the university and the community, but also allow design projects to be developed with a socially
responsible approach, rescuing values and humanizing the built environment.

The findings of the research reflect a critical reality: 157 of the students, representing 75% of
those surveyed, are not aware of the agreements and activities carried out by the university linkage and
extension department, while only 51 students, representing 25% % are aware of these agreements. This
disparity in knowledge highlights a significant gap that can limit the potential of designed projects and
the effectiveness of collaboration between the university and various sectors of society.

The lack of information about agreements and collaboration opportunities indicates the need for
greater visibility and communication by educational institutions. For university linkage and extension to
fulfill its function optimally, it is essential that students and the academic community in general are fully
informed about the available resources and the possibilities of participation. This greater clarity and
accessibility can maximize the impact of design projects, ensuring that they not only respond to academic
needs, but also effectively contribute to social development and improved quality of life.

C. Did you know that this department offers community services, assistance services or academic
outreach and that you can access these?

250
200
150
100
) .
0
yes no
Figure 3

Community services, assistance services or academic outreach
Source [Own elaboration according to quaktrics.xm, 2024]

University linkage and extension are fundamental pillars for the integration of the university in
the community, providing valuable services that range from academic and professional assistance to
direct support for social needs. These services not only enrich academic training, but also strengthen the
social fabric through the practical application of university knowledge and resources for the benefit of
the community.

However, the data obtained show a worrying lack of knowledge among students about these
activities: 70% of them (145 students surveyed) are unaware of the services offered by the university
linkage and extension department. This gap in knowledge significantly limits the potential of these
services to positively impact both the community and the educational experience of students. The lack
of information prevents students from accessing and taking advantage of resources and opportunities that
could contribute to their professional and personal development, as well as the resolution of community
problems.

However, the data reveals an alarming disconnect between students and these vital activities.
Despite the availability of resources and opportunities through university outreach and outreach, the
majority of students have not participated in projects that integrate these services with their architectural
projects.
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This participation deficit limits the potential of projects to generate tangible benefits in the
community and reduces the ability of students to apply their knowledge in practical and relevant contexts.

The lack of experience in projects that directly link architecture with community or assistance
services underlines the urgent need to strengthen integration and communication mechanisms between
the university and students. It is imperative that educational institutions actively promote these
opportunities and facilitate access to outreach and outreach programs that allow students to participate
in architectural projects that respond to specific community needs.

5. Conclusions and recommendations

In the current context, architecture faces challenges that go beyond the mere conception of physical
facilities and traditional academic programs. The need to highlight the connection and university
extension in the development of design proposals arising from the classroom becomes imperative. This
approach expands the scope of design projects, requiring that they not only meet technical requirements,
but also be socially responsible. Integrating humanistic values and social consciousness into the design
process allows these projects to not only respond to functional needs, but also foster a positive impact on
the community. The capacity of the projects to rescue values and humanize the built environment
underlines the relevance of university links as an essential pillar for the training of architects committed
to social well-being.

Developing design proposals that offer solutions to the major problems we face represents an
effort that should not only be an institutional project, but rather find a way to transcend with the support
and connection of the student with educational institutions and other important sectors such as
governmental and non-governmental institutions, with private and public investment.

These types of projects constitute a way to solve real problems from the classrooms, to raise
awareness and sensitize students towards a humanizing Architecture, encouraging them to have a design
response within the policy and operational parameters in their current state, giving it greater importance.
To the human presence, to the relationship between man and the environment. We architects have to
shape and give habitability to spaces, not only to contain life, but to strengthen this life; the most
important thing in architecture and design in general is to contribute so that people feel safe, that they
have that feeling of home and that they feel involved in it, even in complex situations.

Taken together, the integration of university outreach and outreach with innovative approaches
such as social architecture highlights a critical trend in the discipline: the need for design projects to
transcend traditional boundaries and become effective tools for social change. This orientation not only
contributes to a more comprehensive academic training, but also propels architecture towards a more
ethical and socially conscious future.

These types of projects constitute a way to solve real problems from the classrooms, to raise
awareness and sensitize students towards a humanizing Architecture, encouraging them to have a design
response within the policy and operational parameters in their current state, giving it greater importance.
To the human presence, to the relationship between man and the environment. We architects have to
shape and give habitability to spaces, not only to contain life, but to strengthen this life; the most
important thing in architecture and design in general is to contribute so that people feel safe, that they
have that feeling of home and that they feel involved in it, even in complex situations.

Taken together, the integration of university outreach and outreach with innovative approaches
such as social architecture highlights a critical trend in the discipline: the need for design projects to
transcend traditional boundaries and become tools. University linkage and outreach is crucial to
maximize its impact. By improving communication and access to information, students will be enabled
to more actively participate in meaningful projects, thereby promoting architecture and professional
training that are more closely aligned with the needs and challenges of the community.

This approach will not only benefit students and the university but will also contribute to social
development and progress towards a more equitable and just society.
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The positive influence of university linkage and extension makes it crucial to address and close
the existing knowledge gap. The implementation of more effective communication strategies and the
active promotion of agreements can enhance the ability of students to get involved in meaningful projects,
promoting an architecture that is more conscious and committed to the social and community
environment.

Effective measures for social change. This orientation not only contributes to a more
comprehensive academic training, but also propels architecture towards a more ethical and socially
conscious future.

For university outreach and outreach to maximize its impact, it is essential that students are fully
informed and engaged in the opportunities available. The effective integration of these services in
architectural projects will not only enrich the academic training of students, but will also contribute
significantly to social development, generating architectural solutions that respond to the true needs of
the community. This close connection between academia and the community is critical to creating a more
equitable environment and moving toward a more just and humanitarian future.
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